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es of Illinois, and Smitu of Alabama, were ap- | Senate be requested to contribute each a like Mr. NICHOLS. I appeal to my colleague to 
ot sainted: amount.” let me introduce the resolution. 

, Mr. PECK. Icall forthe yeasand nays; and, Objection was made to the introduction of the Mr. STANTON. Let it be read for informa- 
he ‘ein order, I desire to make a remark or two in | resolution. tion. 

ns os ction with the eall. Mr. GREENWOOD. I trust the objection Mr. NICHOLS. I am sure there will be no 
b- The SPEAKER. It is not in order at this, will be withdrawn, and that the House will be || objection to it. 

al si allowed to vote on the resolution. The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

of Mr. FLORENCE asked for tellers on the yeas The objection was not withdrawn. Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be. and he is 
lie nd nays. DOCUMENTS FOR MEMBERS. cee ee ee ee ee 

- oa.2 mges,and other e oveso » House tepresent: 
If Te pone rae = ordered. « aati bs Mr. 1: F MA RSH A LL. 1 have a resolution since the commencement of ine pease Seetabaanesnane 
i The yeas and nays were not ordered, only which I desire the unanimous consent of the |, 28 may be due to them for attendance and services under 
ym fifteen members—not one fifth of a quorum— | House to offer, and to which I trust no member the existing laws, resolutions, and regulations of the House. 
Als yoting for them. : will object. I ask that it may be read for inform- Mr. NICHOLS. Allow me to sav thata ques- 
de The question was then taken on the motion to ation. , tion has been raised about the payment of the 
a adjourn; and the tellers reported—ayes 32, noes The resolution was read, as follows: otficers who have rendered service here since the 
nd 54, f ; Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to commencementof the present se ssion of Congress. 
as The question then recurred upon the motion to | deliver to the members of the present House of Repre I hold in my hand a letter from the Treasury 
“i lay on the table the resolution relating to the elec- ee en extra copies of which were or- |) Department, in which that question is raised, and 
hie tion of public printer, upon which the House had || tee °y the last House, and which have not been delivered. |! 4 resolution such as I have sent up tothe Clerk’s 

ordered the yeas and nays. Mr. S1 AN PON. I am willing to withdraw the || desk is necessary, in order that the House em- 
~ Mr. LETCHER. Would it be in order to in- | Mouon to adjourn, provided either the resolution ployés may get their pay. To postpone the 
en quire as to the course to be pursued in case this of tne penieenee from Arkansas, [Mr. GREEN- | yesolution would be unjust, for many of these 
1m matter is laid on the table? Could the resolution , Y©0Ps} OF that of the gentleman from Kentucky, | officers have been already removed, and all need 
” in relation to the poor be considered to-day? Do [Mr. H. M ARSHALL,| canbe broughtup. would | their pay. : 

not the rules of the House require it to be first | Inquire of the Chair,in case the motion to adjourn [Cries of ** No objection to the resolution.’’] 
itl considered in Committee of the Whole on the be withdrawn, what will be the business before Mr. HOUSTON. I wantto know whether the 

state of the Union? the House, and who will be entitled the floor? || resolution makes any direction as to the fund out 
ale : The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that as the I he SPEAK ER. Lhe election of public printer | of which the money Is to be paid? I do not think 

resolution makes an appropriation, it would go to will be the business in order, it proper that it should be paid out of our contin- 
Wo the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Mr. GREENWOOD. I hope the gentleman || sent fund. There wasa fund appropriated in the 
; Union. | will allow a vote to be. taken on my resolution. regular appropriation bill for the payment of these 
he Mr.CAMPBELL, of Ohio. It willbein order, | | Mr. STANTON. The resolution of the gen- | sajaries. 

I suppose, on Monday, to move to suspend the cid a eae If oe member chooses to Mr. NICHOLS. It will be paid out of the 
vs rule requiring it to go to a Committee of the give hive ¢ ollars to the poor, he can do itnow,and || general fund. I now call for the previous ques- 
10 Whole House. he will be under no greater obligation if the res- | tion, 
om Mr.CLINGMAN. I would suggest, then, that olution is adopted. The previous question was seconded, and the 
ne the gentleman allow it to go over until that time. Mr. HOUSTON. I want to appeal to the House | main question was ordered to be put, and being 
a The House have already adopted a resolution that || *3%!" with a view of facilitating the public busi- put, the resolution was adopted. 
th. they will adjourn over until Monday; and I think || Ness, to allow the President's message to be cen BOUNTY LANDS 
ime it would be well to take one vote for printer to- Ups ordered to be printed, and reterred to the tr. HAVEN spas —_ aoe 

[ dan ae ae Whole on 0 state of the PA cae : a wn = the —— 
no- n ‘ of -: }; Union. twill take no time,and the committees, 0 ( Pe NTO 1ot to press nis motion 
for j Mr. a Pi ery we ¥ ue ” = when appointed, will not be able to act under. || to adjourn for a moment, while \ see if 1 cannot 
bh I aly the wi e a ” " ilhive th = re standingly until the printing is done. It will take oct the unanimous consent ot the House to pass 
ren Monday for that purpose, | am w u ing that the ||, long time to do the printing; and I appeal espe- | @ bill that has nothing to do with the printing or 
me master should go over until that day. oe ' cially to my friends upon the other side of the with politics in any way or shape. It is one 
eh : Phe question recurred upon Mr. Sranton’s House, who are in the majority here, and who || Which I think highly necessary, but if it gives 
rag ie to lay on the table. a - are responsible for the progress of the public || rise to discussion I will withdraw it. 
was Mr. CAME BELL. [ hope my colleague will business, whether we had not better allow the Mr. STANTON. If gentlemen will permit 
yme were that motion. __ - Mr. Speaker, I || Message to be taken up, and order it to be printed || the election of a printer to go over until Monday, 
apt, canals ea kod acs ete eer a as to || nd referred to the Committee of the Whole on || | w ult ee the motion to adjourn. 
can . 2 _ 7 as ~ || the state of the Union, | Mr. SEWARD. I desire to know how long 

ae, oe oe s taking up the joint res- Mr. PRINGLE. I object. any — can occupy this floor under a mo- 
end Th Chisohun Tr task 3 hie Mr. H. MARSHALL. I do not understand | tion to adjourn? 
that oman C ‘ttee of the Whole House, || proposed to submit. It is simply to provide that |) conmsent. = Pes 
ther i. oes oF nal rs h ch | the extra copies of documents ordered by the last M r. SEWARD. We ll, sir, T object. — 
ling eT teense Thane aka. | House, which have not been delivered, shall be lhe SPE AK 8 i'he question, then, is upon 
ous hen. tine oak Loon will sles his ceiiiiiess delivered to the sitting members. ‘There are a the ox: - 3 ns ; ie on 

Se ee : || large number of documents lying undistributed. Mr. SEWARD. ‘The House will understand 
the and I will then move that the House adjourn. 5 seiheneka dinntcouatenn valida teak that I do net ablect:tothe introduction ef thee till 

he Mr. STANTON. I desire first to know eee oe ee _|| by the gentleman from New York, but J do object 
whether it will be competent to move an adjourn- A message was received from the Senate, by || ,° the floor beine held by the gentleman from 
_" ment? Ifit is, I will withdraw the motion. || Aspery Dickrs, Esq., its Secretary, informing | 6) ) ” aeaes * t 
te The SPEAKER. It is not, no business having the House that the Wenate had passed bills of the The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman object 

transpired since the House voted on that motion. || following titles; in which he was directed to ask || |.) reading of the bill for information? —_ 
‘ens Mr. STANTON. Will it be in order to make || the concurrence of the House: _ wiesiais Me.SEWARD. léonc: |. 
og the motion, if 1 withdraw my motion to lay on An act to relieve the Commissioner of Pensions The Clerk read for the information of the House 

es S the table? | from the performance of certain clerical duties; the bill which Mfr. Haven asked unanimous con- 

the ae P : s J - d 1 d1i MW wen wif. AVEN asked unanimous on 
ai te - The SPEAKER. The motion would then be an ee G > Marsh | sent to introduce and pass. It provides that, in 
blie 5 in order, || _ An act directing payment to George P. Marsh sit aunels tals the crane eltears of dia ame. 
_— ; y 2 > my : || for judicial services rendered by him, under the Ags co I 
a | Mr.STANTON. I then withdraw my motion, ju ee ee ment of the Interior shall be satisfied that the 
aes } and move that the House do now adjourn. || act of 11th August, 1848, while Minister Resident || record evidence of services, required by the 
st ; Mr. GREENWOOD. I hope the gentleman | of the United States to the Ottoman I orte. “TP Reese based ane, then eleietell ieaiioniemeaienae t 
ious : from Ohio will withdraw his motion to adjourn, pte — ch OF DOCUMENTS——AGAIN. || lost, or destroyed, without the fault of the party 
one. 4 to enable me to submit a resolution to which I | The SE EAKER. Is there objection to the applying for the bounty land certificate or war- 
nies @ Presume there will be no objection. | resolution of the gentleman from Kentucky ? rant, the party may prove by evidence, other than 
off & Mr. STANTON. I will hear the gentleman’s || _ Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I do not know but |) record evidence, such burning, loss, or destruc- 
lay 4 resolution. 5 < | that it might take away some of my documents. tion, and shal! thereupon be entitled to receive 
ain { The resolution was read, as follows: } The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from || jis or her certificate or warrant. 
and ; ee olved, That each member of this House will con- || Alabama object? | Mr. HAVEN. Let me say one word to the 

rai daa ot fe on pte funds ||" Mr. COBB. I will object forthe present. || House, 

town, to be expended under the direction of the Mayors of | PAYMENT OF CFPICERS OF THE HOUSE. Mr. STANTON. The subject of that bill is 
that said cities; and that the Senate be requested to concur || Mr. NICHOLS. I havea resolution to which | one that requires consideration, and [ object to 


therein. 


I think no objection will be made. 


° . vo 
its introduction. 


| for _ Mr. GREENWOOD. I will modify the reso- | 
> ‘uton by saying, ‘“‘ And that the members of the 


RNE 95 


Mr. STANTON. I insist on the motion to|) Mr. CADWALADER. If the gentleman from 
adjourn. \| Ohio will withdraw his objection for a single 
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moment, I desire to suggest to the introducer of the 
bill a practical modification, which he will-prob- 
ably accept, and which will obviate the difficulty. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. GROW. L appeal to the gentleman from 
Ohio to withdraw his motion to adjourn for a mo- 
ment, to allow me to call the attention of the 
House, before the committees are appointed, toa 
subject which might seem to have a personal 
a plication after the committees are appotnt d. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I would rather that we 
should proceed with business regularly. 

Mr. GROW. After the commiltces are ap- 
jointed, what I now desire to say might seem to 
ten a personal application to the members of one 
of the committees. 

Mr. CARLILE. I desire that this House shall 
determine the question in regard to a printer be- 
fore we do anything else. I object. 

Mr. GROW. The gentleman from Virginia 
cannot have understood what I said. I stated 
that I desired to call attention to a matter which, 
if | waited until after the committees are ap- 
pointed, might be thought to have a personal 
reference, 

Mr. CARLILE. The gentleman can call atten- 
tion to it before the committees are appointed, but 
after the election of a printer. 

Mr. GROW. Certainly; but we have agreed 
to adjourn until Monday. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I insist upon a vote upon 
the pending motion. 

My. GROW. I desire to say a word in refer- 
ence to the Committee on Engravings. [** Order!”’ 
**Order!’’| 

Mr. PECK. 
House ? 

The SPEAKER. The immediate question is 
on the resolution relating to the public printer, 
and upon that the previous question has been 
demanded. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be now put. 

Mr. STANTON, What is the main question? 

The SPEAKER. It is the adoption of the 
resolution for the election of a public printer. 

Mr. STANTON. What becomes of the mo- 
tion to lay upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. It has been withdrawn. 

Mr. STANTON, I do not so understand it. 

The SPEAKER. 
it has been withdrawn. 

Mr. STANTON. Then I renew it. 

The question was taken upon the motion, and 
it was decided in the negative. 

Mr. MATTESON. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 


Mr. STANTON, I call for tellers. 


Tellers were ordered: and Messrs. Matteson, 


and Ovrver of Missouri, were appointed. 

‘The question was taken; and the tellers re- 

ported—ayes 71, noes 70; whereupon 
Mr. FLORENCE demanded the yeas and 
navs. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 87, nays 82; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Benson, 
Bingham, Bishop, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, 
James H. Campbell, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Covode, 
Mragin, Curnbaek, Henry Winter Davis, Day, Dean, Dick, 
Diekson, Dodd, Durfee, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Gallo 
way, Giddings, Guibert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, 
Harlin, J. Morrison Harris, Hofiman, Holloway, Thomas 
RK. Horton, Howard, Kelsey, King, Knight, Knowlion, 
Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Lindley, Mace, Matteson, MeCarty, 
Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 
Nichols, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, 
Porter, Pringle, Purviance, Rieaud, Robbins, Sabin, Sage, 
- Sapp, Simmons, Stanton, Stranahan, Thorington, Vatk. 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Ellihu B. Wash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Woodruff, 
Woodworth, and Zollicofter—8&7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Hendley 8. Bennett, 
Billinghurst, Bocock, Boyce, Branch, Burnett, Cadwalader, 
Joiin P. Cainpbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Bayard Clark, Cling- 
man, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Crawford, Cullen, 
Davidson, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Etliott, English, 
Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Green- 
wood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Harrison, Herbert, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander 
K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Samuc! 8. Marshall, 
Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Mordecai Oliver, Paine, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Puryear, 
Reade, Ready, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Scott, Sew- 
ard, Shorter, Samuel. Smith, Spinner, Stephens, Stewart, 
Swope, Taylor, Thurston, ‘Todd, Trippe, Tyson, Under- 
wood, Vail, Walker, Watking, Winsiow, Daniel B. Wright, 
and John V. Wright—&. 


_ Pes 


What is the question before the | 


The Chair is informed that 


Pending the call of the yeas and nays, 


Mr. HERBERT stated that his colleague, Mr. 


Denver, was detained from the House by indis- 
position. 


Mr. CRAWFORD also stated that Mr. War- 


wer had paired off with Mr. Wasnpurne, of 


Wisconsin. 

The House then adjourned until Monday next, 
at twelve o’clock, m. 

IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 11, 1856. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 

‘The Journal of Thursday last was read and 
approved. oa ; 

tion. S. A. Doveras appeared in his seet this 
morning. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the | 


Senate a report of the Secretary of State, com- 
municating, in obedience to law, a list of the 


=? 


clerks and other persons employed in that De- 


partment during the year 1855; which was ordered | 


to lie on the table and be printed. 


Also,a report of the Postmaster General, com- 
} 


municating, in compliance with a resolution of 


the Senate, information as to the present condition | 


of the mail communication between New Orleans 


and Cairo, Illinois, and the measures which have | 


been taken to insure the punctual transmission 
of a daily mail between those points; which, on 
motion by Mr. Hamu, was referred to the Com- 


mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and | 


ordered to be printed. 
Also,a letter of the Secretary of the Navy, ac- 


companied by eighty copies of the official Navy | 
Register for the current year; which was ordered 


to lie on the table. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. EVANS presented the petition of John 


Commins, a citizen of the United States, and | 
owner of the French brig Vigie, which was re- | 
paired by himin the United States, praying that | 
the name may be changed to Minnie; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr HUNTER presented the memorial of | 


James Maceaboy, praying for compensation for 
injuries received while employed in the service of 


the United States at the Washington navy-yard; | 


which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, the memorial of the heirs of the officers 
of the Virginia Continental line, praying for com- 
mutation pay; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. FESSENDEN presented the petition of 
William W. Smith, for himself and the other 
heirs of Captain John K. Smith, an officer of the 


| revolutionary Army, praying to be allowed com- 


muation pay; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of J. Vincent Browne, pray- 
ing for the payment of a balance equitably due 
to him under a contract with the Navy Depart- 
ment for supplying hemp; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. TRUMBULL presented the petition of 
McKinley Ward, of Madison county, Illinois, 
guardian of the minor children of Robert Peebles, 
deceased, praying that half-pay pension and 
bounty land may be granted to them, on account 
of the services of their father during the war with 
Mexico; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of Jacob Cooper, heir and 
legal representative of Apollos Cooper, deceased, 
an officer in the Army of the Revolution, praying 


for commutation, or seven years’ half pay, under | 


the resoluuon of Congress of August 24, 1780; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of R. 
W. Meade, administrator of Richard W. Meade, 
deceased, praying for the satisfaction of his claim 
against the Government of Spain, which was 
rejected by the commissioners under the treaty 


of 1819, between the United States and that Gov- | 
ernment; which, with the papers on file in refer- | 
ence to the same case, was referred to the Court | 


of Claims. 


Also, the memorial! of Benjamin C. Howard | 
and William D. Merrick, commissioners of the | 
State of Maryland, praying for the settlement of | 


RESSIONAL GLOBE. 


against him and his sureties for the amount of a 


| 'T. Palmer, an officer in the late war with Me 


| referred to the Committee on Pensions. 





| execution. 
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the claims of that State against the United States 


for advances to the United States during the war 
of 1812; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. YULEE presented the memorial of John 
Scott, praying to be released from a judgment 


forfeiture under a mail contract; which was re. 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office ang 
Post Roads. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Alpheus 
Xico, 


praying for an increase of pension; which was 


Mr. BENJAMIN presented an additional mo- 
morial in the case of Captain Jonas P. Leyy 
who complains that the Virst Comptroller, i 
revising the action of the accounting officers, has 
not adjudicated his claim in accordance with the 
provisions of the law for his relief, passed Aucust 
3, 1854; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. BROWN presented the petition of mem. 
bers of the Franklin Fire Company, and other 
citizens of Washington, praying for an appropri- 
ation for the erection of a new building for the 
accommodation of their engine and other fire 
apparatus; which was referred to the Committee 
onthe District of Columbia. 

EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, there are, | 
believe, some special orders for to-day, but I wish 
to give notice to the Senate now, that I shall be 
compelled, under the instruction of the Commit- 
tee on Printing, to ask for an executive session 


|| to-day. I wish merely to give that notice now, so 


that there may be no surprise in regard to it, at 
the proper time, when the motion shall be made. 
THE NAVAL RETIRING BOARD. 

Mr. BUTLER. I took occasion, some days 
ago, to present some memorials of officers of the 
Navy, who had been retired or dismissed in con- 
sequence of the action of the late naval board. 
There were two whose names were not announced 
at the time, and their friends have written to me 
on the subject, thinking, perhaps, that their names 
should be announced. I present, now, the memo- 
rial of Lieutenant Maurice Simmons, and, also, 
the memorial of Lieutenant J. N. Maffit, asking 
for redress from the action of that board. I move 


| that they be referred to the Committee on Naval 


Affairs. 

The memorials were so referred. 

Mr. BUTLER also presented the petition of 
Mrs. A. E. Rolando, praying that her husband, 
Henry Rolando, a lieutenant inthe Navy of the 
United States, now absent in the active service 
of his country, may be restored to his lawful 
rank, from which he has been removed by the 
action of the late naval board; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. IVERSON. I am charged with the me- 
morial of Lieutenant Horace N. Harrison of the 
United States Navy. He states briefly that, not- 
withstanding his services as a lieutenant in the 
Navy, and his merits as an officer, he has been 
retired by the naval board, and begs for redress. 
He appends to his memorial letters from distin- 
cuished officers under whom he was serving at 
the very moment when he was retired by this 
board, who testify in the strongest terms, notonly 
to his high character as a gentleman, but his 
promptnessand efficiency as an officer; thus giving 


another evidence, in addition to the many which 


have been presented to the Senate, of the ruthless 
character of the late law and of its more ruthless 
I move that the memorial be referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. RUSK. I have been requested to present 
the petition of John Calhoun, a commander in the 
Navy, who complains of having been unjust! 
dealt with by being retired by the late naval board. 
I know the gentleman well, and am satisfied that 
he is amply competent to discharge the duties ot 
active service in the Navy. I hope the Commt- 
tee on Naval Affairs will vee his case, and 
I am sure they will be satisfied that, physically 
and mentally, and as a gentleman, he 1s fully 
qualified to discharge any duties that may de- 
volve on him in aetive service. I move thatit be 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

It was so referred. 
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71 Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of Charles 


Hunter, a lieutenant in the Navy, who has been | 


placed on the 


furlough list by the action of the | 
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of Congress of the 3d of March, 1851, a board of 


| officers was designated to procure sites for mili- 


. . ti 
jate navel board, praying for a careful examina- || 
son of his ease, and such redress as he may be | 
a - 


considered « ntitled to; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. I have been requested to | 


resent the mi morial of Richard W. Meade, late 
lieutenant in the Navy of the United States, 
praying for redress. The memorialist briefly 


cates that he has been in the Navy for many | 


vi 5 : 
[Tnited States steamer Massachusetts in active 
gorvice on the Pacific station, and was detached 


ars; that he was lieutenant commanding of the | 


from that station in July last; and on reporting his | 


arrival from the Pacific, was directed, on the ilth 
of September, 1855, to regard himself as waiting 
orders, and immediately thereafter, on the 13th of 
September, he was informed that he had been 
dropped from the Navy by the action of the late 
hoard. I move that the memorial be referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WRIGHT presented the following joint 


resolutions of the Legislature of New Jersey; |! 


which were read, referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed: 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 
Joint Resolutions in relation to Commodore Charles Stew- 
art, of the United States Navy. 

Whereas, Commodore Charles Stewart, an eminent cit- 
izen of this State, by the action of a board created under 
the act of Congress, passed February twenty -eighth, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-five, entitled ** An act to promote the 
efficiency of the Navy,” has been deposed from his well- 
earned position Of senior post captain of the United States 
Navy, and placed upon the retired list authorized by said 
act; and Whereas, the said action of said board has been 
approved by the President of the United States ; but Com- 
modore Stewart has appealed from the same to the repre- 
sentatives of the American people in Congress assembled ; 
and whereas, in the judgment of this Legislature, the said 
action of said board is grossly unjust to Commodore 


Stewart, and against the wishes and sense of justice of a | 


large majority of his fellow-citizens of this State: There- 
fure, 

|. Be it resolved by the Senate and Gencral Assembly of 
the State of New Jersey, That our Senators and Represent- 
atives in Congress be requested to obtain from Congress 
such legislation Or action as may be necessary and proper 
toreverse the said action of the said board, and the approval 
thereof by the President of the United States; and to re- 
store the said Commodore Charles Stewart to his position 
of senior post captain of the Navy. 

2. ind be it resolved, That the Governor be requested to 
transmit a copy of these resolutions to the President of the 
United States, to Commodore Charlies Stewart, and to each 
ol our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 

State of New Jersey: 

I, Tuomas 8. ALuison, Secretary of State of New Jersey, 
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of joint 
resolutions passed by the Legislature of this State, as taken 
from and compared with the original, now on file in my 
office. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 
affixed my official seal, at Trenton, in said State, this 9th 
day of February, A. D. 1856. 

THOMAS 8S. ALLISON, Secretary of State. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. SUMNER, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Lucretia Barton, 
one of the heirs of Jacob Town, deceased, praying for a 
new warrant in lieu of one issued to his. heirs tor bounty 
land and lost, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, of Iowa, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Margaret L. 
Worth, widow of General Worth, praying for a pension, be 
Withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. FITZPATRICK, it was 


Ordered, That Hugh Wallace Wormeley have leave to 
Withdraw his petition and papers. 


WESTERN NAVAL ASYLUM. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. 
ollowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency and propriety of 


eeaing the Secretary of War to abolish the Western 


itary Asylum, located at Harrodsburg, Kentucky, and 
to sell said site, fixtures, and other property belonging to 
the same, and report by such suitable bill or resolution as 
the committee shall deem best. 

Mr. President, I desire to say a few words in 
reference to this resolution. I do not doubt that it 
meets the approbation of the honorable Secretary 
of War, and I think I may safely say of the honor- 
able chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
inthis body. A succinct reference to this insti- 
tution, and of the manner in which it was founded, 


tary reas Before, however, such sites were 
selected and located, by an act of Congress of 
31st August, 1852, the board, or part of them, 
were authorized to examine “the Blue Lick 
Springs,’’ a well-known watering-place in Ken- 
tucky, and, if they found it eligible, to purchase 
it and so much of the land on which it was located 
as might be necessary. Suffice it, in this con- 
nection, to say, that, by legislation here after- 
wards, I believe the discretion of the board was 
enlarged; and $10,000, by the Army appropria- 
tion act of 3d March, 1853, were appropriated to 
enable the commissioners or board to selecta site 
and locate a western military asylum. 

The board, afterwards supposing the ‘* Har- 
rodsburg Springs”’ an eligible location, purchased 
it, I believe, for the sum of $100,000. Itseems to 
have turned out, however, to be unfit and very 

- = ry’ a. | . - . - 
expensive. The’Secretary of War, in his annual 
report, says in regard to it: 

“In transmitting the annual report of the board of com 
missioners of the Military Asylum for the past vear, [ take 
occasion to transmit also their reports for three preceding 
years, Which were made annualiy to this Department, pur 
suant to regulations, but which have not been heretofore 
forwarded. 

** The view which these reports give of the results of the 
institutions does not fulfill the anticipations which were 
entertained at the time of its establishment. Although 
early means were taken to give notice of their rights to all 
entitled to the benefits of the asylum, by orders published 
to the Army, and by handbiils sent to every post office in 
the United States, yet the aggregate number of inmates of 


| the several branches of the asvlum was, at the dates of the 


respective annual reports, fifty, seventy-three, seventy 

seven, and eighty-seven; in addition to the last number, 
six men, having families, were receiving relief without being 
quartered atthe asylum. In the mean time, the treasurer’: 
accounts show that the net receipts were $490,140 17; that 
the cost of sites, buildings,furniiure, stock, &c., $280,183 75; 
and that the amount of current expenses was $91,314 19. 
If to the current expenses of the several branches there be 


| added interest on the cost of buildings, &c., the average 
| cost of maintaining each inmate will be found to exceed 


$500—an expense so great as to indicate the propriety ot 
seeking some proper mode of effecting a reduction. 

* The buildings on the site near Washington city, with 
the addition thereto, nov far advanced towards completion, 
will probably afiord accommodation for one hundred and 
fifty men—a number greater than that which, judging from 
the past rate of increase, will seek admission into the asy 
luin for many years to come. 

“ The branch which was established in 1852 at East Pas- 
eagoula, Mississippi, has been already discontinued, and 


| the same measure is deemed desirable with regard to that 


at Harrodsburg, Kentucky. This branch was founded at 
a heavy charge upon the asylum fund, and is maintained at 


| an expense much exceeding the advantages conferred upon 


| be abolished, and that speedily. 


the disabled soldier; but as it was established in conse 
quence of the provisions of law contained in the Army ap 
propriation acts of August 31, 1852, section 18, and of March 
3d, 1853, section 14, the propriety of declaratory legislation 
in the case is suggested.’’ 

Mr. President, I heartily concur with the hon- 
orable Secretary of War, and [ think it injurious, 
and, in fact, unjust towards the Military Asylum 
fund. Asa matter of eventual economy, it should 
' it is eminently 
required, I think, by kind and proper consider- 
ation for the unfortunate and disabled soldiers. It 


| would be better and cheaper to board them at 


some first-class western hotel; the Phenix, at 


| Lexington, or the Galt House, at Louisville, I 


| reside. 


presume would take the jobat the rate of cost the 
Secretary mentions. 

A word or two now, Mr. President, inasmuch 
as this asylum is located in the town where I 
Harrodsburg is about twenty-five miles 


| southwest of Lexington, and seventy-five miles 


in the interior from Louisville. It is very nearly 


'| the geographical center of the State of Kentucky, 


I offer the | 


and lies on the hich rolling lands below the west- 
ern slope of the Cumberland mountains. It is 
healthy—a very heaithy locality. The asylum, 
and some two hundred acres of land on which it 
stands, were formerly a gay, fashionable, agree- 


| able watering-place, much frequented by Visitors 


during summer, from Louisiana, Arkansas, Mis- 
sissippi, Tennessee, Alabama, and all the South- 
west. The place is beautifully improved, looks 
like an academic grove; its waters, by tests, and 
doctors, and drinkers thereof, are pronounced to 
be—if not marvelous—very good. While all this 
is true, as I have almost daily seen the infirm and 


| disabled soldier, and felt deeply for him because 


of the patriotic service he had rendered his coun- 
try, whilst I pity his crippled condition, I am 
constrained to say that 1 do not think the place 
suits. He is no peripatetic philosopher; he is 


may save the committee some labor. By an act | for salt-water and crties; Schiedam schnapps, 


lager beer, and Irish whisky are not there for 
him to indulge in, and * to shoulder his crutch 
and fight his battles over again.’’? Sir, among 
evergreens and beautiful walks and promenades 
he looks seedy and drooping—out of place. Let 
him come nearer to the capital of his country, and 
where his associations, his sympathies, and his 
memories of the past may be better renewed, and 
enlivened by more frequent opportunities to renew 
with officers and comrades kindred feeling. 

The place ought to be the next April 
term of the Mercer court. In the first 
place, to stop any further drain upon what is a 
sacred fund; and, in the next place, it will bring, 
just before the watering season commences, a 
better price than at any other time. It would, 
perhaps, be unjust not here to say, that Major 
Anderson and Major Alexander, who have been 
there as governors of the institution, as-also Cap- 
tains Butord and Wood, with the community 
have been popular, and, as officers and gentlemen, 
are highly prized by the society there, and, to- 
gether with their families, make an agreeable 
addition, iking of officers, 
not omit to bear testimony to the general—almost 
universal—good conduct of the but the 
community there—an agricultural, scattered com- 
munity—see, in the place of a brilliant watering 
place, what seems to them (I mean it inno harsh 
sense) a sort of splendid military pauper-house. 
I do not mean that, as a community, they would 
not extend all the sof life to the crippled 
or towards an old soldier; but, Mr. President, L 
can best express what I mean, and what | know, 
by saying that the place and the people do not 
suit the asylum, and the asylum does not suit the 
place orthe people. Lhope the resolution will be 
passed, and have the early attention of the com- 
mittee, 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 
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CHEAP OCEAN POSTAGE. 

Mr. SUMNER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
toads be directed to consider whether the charges on letters 
carried by the ocean steamers are not unnecssarily large and 
burdensome, and whether something may not be done, and 
if so, what, to secure the benefits of cheap ocean postage. 

REVISION OF UNITED STATES STATUTES. 

Mr. SUMNER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be di- 
rected to consider the expediency of providing by law for tha 
appointment of a commussion to revise the public statutes 
of the United States, to simplify their language, to correct 
their incongruities, to supply their deficiencies, to arrange 
them in order, to reduce them to one connected text; and to 
report them, thus improved, to Congress jor its final action 
to the end that the public statutes, which all are pre umed 
to know, may be in such form as to be more within the 
apprehension of all. 


DETENTION OF CRIMINALS AND WITNESSES. 
Mr. FISH. 


I have a resolution of inquiry to 


| offer, and I ask for its immediate consideration: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire what alteration is necessary to the ex- 
isting laws regulating the detention of persons accused of 
crimes, and of witnesses under commitment of the United 
States courts, in the southern district of New York. 


Mr. BUTLER. I ask my friend from New 
York whether he has any memorial on the sub- 
ject, or such a statement of the case as would en- 
able the committee to understand the purport of 
the resolution. 

Mr. FISH. I have sent to the Secretary’s desk 
with the resolution, the presentme nt of the grand 
jury, made at the present session of the court, 
which I shall ask leave to submit. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 

Mr. FISH. I move that the presentment of 
the grand jury, to which I have alluded, be re- 
ferred, with the resolution, to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

DEFENSES OF NEW YORK AND BROOKLYN. 

Mr. FISH submitted the following resolution; 


wel + « 


| which was considered by unanimous consent, and 


agreed to: 3 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to ro- 
port to the Senate whether any, and if any, what addi 


| tional fortifications are neceseary for the proper defense and 
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protection of the city and harbor of New York, and of the 


navy-yard and public property at Brooklyn. 
COMMITTEE CLERKS. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was considered by unan- 
imous consent, ond agreed to: 

Resolved, That such of the Clerks of the Standing Com- 
nmittees of the Senate as have been on duty since the first 
day of the session be paid therefrom. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

Mr. BIGGS submitted the following resolutions 

for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Senate will, on Monday next, at one 
o'clock, elect a Secretary of the Senate, Sergeant-at-Arms 
and Doorkeeper, and Assistant Doorkeeper. 

Resolved, That the following shall be one of the standing 
rules of the Senate, to wit: 

%. The Secretary of the Senate, the Sergeant-at-Arms 
and Doorkeeper, and Assistant Doorkeeper, shall be chosen 
on the second Monday of the first session of every Con- 


MAP OF FLORIDA PENINSULA. 


Mr. YULEE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
cause to be prepared a general map of the peninsula of 
Florida, illustrative of the recent surveys for a eanal, exe- 
cuted by virtue of the appropriations made for Uiat purpose. 


INDIAN DISTURBANCES. 
Mr. WELLER submitted the following res- 


olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to communicate to the Senate copies of all cor 
respondence between the different Departments of the Gov- 
ernment and the officers of the Army and Navy (not here- 
tofore communicated) on the Pacifie coast, touching the 
Indian disturbances in California, Oregon, and Washington. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. FISH. gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill for the relief of the widows 
and orphans of the officers, seamen, and marines 
of the United States sloop of war Albany, and for 
other purposes. : 

Also, a bill to require the employment of ap- 
prentices in the commercial marine of the United 
States. 

Mr. BROWN gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to incorporate the Co- 
lumbia Wood Gas Company of the District of 
Columbia. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill tocontinuethe improvement of the Des Moines 
and the Rock river rapids, in the Upper Missis- 


ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SUMNER, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
for the construction of a suitable building fora 
court-house and post office in Boston, Massachu- 
setts; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SUMNER, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill fer continuing certain public works in the 
State of Massachusetts; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


Mr. SUMNER, in pursuance of previous | 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 


bill to secure the wages of seamen in cases of 
wreck; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merece, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill to build a jail at the town of Van Buren, in 
the State of Ackanien: which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill for continuing the improvement of the nav- 
igation of thes Arkansas river; which was read 
twice by its tle, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 


bill for continuing and completing the improve- | 


ment of Red river, at the raft; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Commierce. 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


| for the passage of such a bill. 


PUBLIC LANDS IN IOWA. 
Mr. HARLAN, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 


_ in relation to the five per centum on the proceeds 


of the sales of public lands in the State of lowa; 


| which was read twice by its title. 


Mr. HARLAN explained at some length the 
reasons that induced the State of Iowa to ask 


be found in the Appendix. ] 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. EVANS, from the Committee to Audit 
and Control the Contingent Expenses of the Sen- 


| ate, to whom was referred a resolution offered by 


Mr. Sewarp for an allowance to the widow of 
Michael! Dooley, late amessenger of the Senate, 
reported it back with an amendment. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill for 
the relief of Anson Dart, reportéd it back with 
amendments. 

BARK MONMOUTH. 


Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- | 


merece, to whom was referred the petition of 
Daniel Draper & Son, praying for a register for 
the foreign-built bark St. Harlampy, under the 
name of Monmouth, reported a bill (S. No. 72) 


| to authorize the issuing of a register to the bark 


Monmouth. 
The bill was read the first and second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 


It ee to authorize the issue of a register || 


under the new name, on its Sees to the 
satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury that 


the cost of the repairs made in the United States | 


constitutes three fourths of the present value of 
the vessel. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 
REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT’ S MESSAGE. 


Mr. HUNTER. I believe that we have not 
referred the annual message of the President of 


the United States as yet to the different commit- | 


tees. I move to refer so much of it as relates to 
the finances to the Committee on Finance. 


The motion was agreed to. 
On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s annual mes- 
sage as relates to public lands be referred to the Committee 


| on Publie Lands. 


On motion by Mr. WELLER, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s annual mes- 


| sage as relates to military affairs be referred to the Com- 


sippi; which was read twice by its ttle, and re- || M#tee on Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s annual mes- 


sage as relates to naval affairs be referred tothe Committee || 


on Naval Affhirs. 
On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s annual mes- 
sage as relates to manufactures be referred to the Comnmnit- 
tee on Manutactures. 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s annual mes- 
sage as relates to the commerce of the country,’and to the 
improvement of its harbors and rivers, be referred to the 
Commitiee on Commerce. 


Mr. MASON. I move that so much of the 


| President’s annual message as relates to the for- 
| eign relations of the country be referred to the 


Committee on Foreign Relations. I understand 
that the debate which has been had in the Senate 
for some time past is on the motion of the Sen- 
ator from Delaware, [Mr. CLayton,] to refer to 


| the Committee on Foreign Relations the letter of 
: , , My mo- || 
tion, therefore, will not interfere with the tenor | 


Lord John Russell to Mr. Crampton. 


of that debate, if Senators choose to continue it. 
The motion was agreed to. 
On motion by Mr. ADAMS, it was 


Ordered, That so much ef the President’s annual mes- 
sage as relates to retrenchment and reform be referred to 


| the Comniittee on Retrenchment. 


SPECIAL ORDERS. 


On motion by Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, the | 
Senate resumed the consideration of the special 

order, being his resolution calling on the Secre- 

tary of the Navy for a copy of the report made | 


by the late naval retiring board. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Senator from 


' Louisiana [Mr, Bensamey] is entitled to the floor | 


LOBE. 


{His speech will | 
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on this question, but I understand from him that 


he is quite indisposed, and will, therefore be 
unable to continue the debate to-day. If there iy 
any other Senator who desires to speak on the 
subject he can go on now. I desire to have the 


_ resolution disposed of as speedily as possible. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. It will be utterly impossi- 
ble for me to continue the debate to-day. Tho 
Senator from Tennessee may make any arrange. 
ment in reference to the disposal of the subject 
which he thinks poo I am perfectly willino 
that the debate shall be fixed for any day that 
suits his convenience and that of the Senate, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that my 


‘resolution be postponed, and made the special 


order of the day for to-morrow at one o’clock. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT. The next special ordor js 
the motion of the Senator from Delaware, (Mr, 


| CLayTon,] to refer to the Committee on Foreien 


Relations the message of the President, communi- 
cating Lord John Russell’s letter of January 19th 
1853, in reference to the Clayton-Bulwer treaty, 
Mr. WILSON. On that question I have been 
assigned the floor; but, as another special order 
_was made for this day, and as it was understood 
that Senators were anxious to settle that question, 


I came here to-day without the intention of say- 


ing anything on this subject. I would, there- 
fore, prefer to have the question postponed until 
to-morrow, or I will yield the floor to any Senator 
who may wish to proceed with the debate on this 
subject. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I would suggest to my 
| friend from Tennessee to allow the naval board 

question to be deferred until the day after to-mor- 
row. I doubt whether I shall be able to go on 
to-morrow, for my throat is in such a condition 
that I shall hardly be able to speak so soon. If 
this course be pursued, the Central American 
uestion can be postponed until to-morrow, when 
the Senator from-Massachusetts will be ready. 
Mr. WILSON. I move to postpone the further 
| consideration of the subject before the Senate 
‘until to-morrow at one o’clock, and make it the 
special order for that time. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. In accordance with 
the suggestion of the Senator from Louisiana, I 
_move to reconsider the vote by which my resolu- 
_ tion in regard to the naval board was postponed 
until to-morrow. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I now move that 
the resolution be postponed to, and be made the 
special order for, Wednesday next atone o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate pro- 


| ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 


and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
' Mownpay, February 11, 1856. 
‘The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 


‘|| by Rev. T. W. Greer. 


The Journal of Thursday last was read and 

—— 

he SPEAKER. The business first in order 

is the resolution relating to the office of public 

| printer, upon which the main question has been 

| ordered. 

| Mr. HAVEN. My colleague [Mr. Epwarps] 
from the thirty-third district of New York 1s 

present, and I ask that he may be sworn in. 
Mr. Epwarps then came forward, and the 

| Speaker administered to him the usual oath of 


|| office. 


RELIEF FOR THE POOR. ‘ 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Before submit- 
| ting to the House a motion to suspend the rules, 
_Lask to have read by the Clerk, for the informa- 
' tion of the House, some papers which relate to 
the matter I desire to have taken up. 

The papers were read, as follows: 

Wasutneton, February 9, 1856. 
| Sm: The undersigned, members of the Female Union 
, Benevolent and Employment Society of Washington City, 
| beg leave to say that they have noticed with the deepest 
| sensibility your generous efforts to awaken in Congress ®0 


interest in the sufferings of the poor at the seat of tle 
| General Government. 
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1856. 
“We picture which the imagination may paint of these suf. 
wings can be more appalling than the reality, of which we 

eyewitnesses. In this winter of unprecedented and 
oerible severity we have found human beings in sheds, 
serving and almost naked. We have seen mothers and 
the ir children huddled together in one wretched bed, as their 
only chance to eseape freezing. We have scen many lying 
on the bare floor, in damp and unhealthy situations. We 
have seen the father shaking with the ague; the mother 
worn down with struggling 5 the sick without proper nour- 
jshment ; the well without tood, and often all without cloth- 
ing or fuel. We have heard the ery of despair invoking the 
aid of death. : ; 

‘The funds liberally placed at our disposal by the charitable 
and the humane have enabled us to relieve a portion of this 
suflering ; but much remains, Which our means are insufii- 
cient to reach. Many cases doubtless exist which have 
pot come under our observation. Many we knowin which, 
even in the extremity of sutlering, the victim had shrunk 
from being an applicant for charity dispensed through pub- 
jic channels. At this season the usual avenues to industry 
are, to a great extent, closed. Many of the poor who are 
able and willing to work cannot get work to do. 


We pray that the Almighty may incline the hearts of your | 


fellow-statesmen to the gracious cause which you are plead- 
ing before them. Should our services in distributing (a 
labor we have been engaged in for more than seventeen 
years) the bounty of Congress be acceptable, you may rest 
certain, sir, that it will be discreetly applied. 
We are, sir, very respectfully, your friends, 
Miss MILLS, Mrs. TUCKER, 


Mrs. WEBB, Mrs. COX, 

Mrs. FOWLER, Mrs. MUNROE, 

Mrs. GURLEY, Mrs. TODD, 

Mrs. COWES, Mrs. General MACOMB, 


Committee. 
Hon. Lewis D. CampBe.t, 
of the House of Representatives. 
Wasnincoton, D. C., February 5, 1856. 

Simm: I had the fortune to be in the Senate this morning, 
and hear your remarks on the necessity of making an ap- 
propriation for the purchase of wood for the poor ot Wash- 
ington; and while [ regret the termination of the affair, I 
beg leave to give you some brief details of the dire neces- 
sity of some Kindred measure to the one this morning re- 
jected. Lhold the position of city physician of the ward 
in which [ reside, and must, of course, have an intimate 
acquaintance with the necessities of the poor L am daily 
called on to attend. The degree of suffering has been in- 
tense. Many previously laboring under chronic diseases 
have died from want; while acute diseases have been gen- 
erated in others, which must end fatally unless aid is fur- 
nished, and that speedily. But very recently I have seen a 
starving mother pressing to her bréasta starving child; and, 
sad to say, such cases are not uncommon. 

Private charities are exhausted ; the alms-house is no 
longer capable of holding another inmate, and I can see no 
means (save a public donation) to prevent a most frightful 
mortality. 

Praying an excuse for thus trespassing on your time, I 
am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SAM’L A. STORROW, M. D. 
Hon. Jonn M. Crayton. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I now move, Mr. Speaker, 
that the rules of the House be suspended, in order 
that we may take from the Speakcer’s table the 
resolution passed by the Senate in reference to 
the poor of the District of Columbia, that it may 
be put upon its passage without reference to the 
Committee of the Whole onthe state of the Union. 
I move to suspend the rules for that purpose. 


The question was put; and the resolution was 
agreed to. 

| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Let me make 
another effort to get the Senate resolution taken 
from the table. 1 move to reconsider the yote 
by which the resolution relating to the election 
of public printer was adopted. 

ir. CLINGMAN. Is not that the very reso- 
lution which has been already once reconsidered 
on the motion of the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr. 
Campse..?] If so, the motion which he now 
makes is not in order. 

The SPEAKER. The vote by which the res- 
olution before the House was adopted has been 
once reconsidered; and under the rule a second 
reconsideration is precluded. 
| Mr.CAMPBELL. I move to reconsider the 

vote by which the main question has been ordered 
to be put. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the main question is exhausted upon agreeing to 
the resolution. Therefore, it is not properly be- 
fore the House. 

The Chair appointed as tellers in the election 
of public printer Messrs. Ene isn of Indiana, and 
CaruiLe of Virginia, KeLtty of New York, and 
Corrax of Indiana. 

The House then proceeded to vote viva voce a 
fourth time for printer, with the following result: 
Whole number of votes cast, 173; necessary to 
| a choice, 87; of which— 


Oe ee es otnaweeseo 
GG URINE coc uae b4cded onkesa see ddrcee dua 66 
Robert Farnham........... eee eh pakeas naval bach wae 16 
Nathan Sergeant..... peseceecuceeceases Siavus 9 
PIN RUNING Coc aaew canene dene eons ckcenS ee uae ae 
SORE TA DOTOOR ncns u's cvnds d60% ‘ Kbiteeeas “so 
Joseph Gales..... béhagese nih id Geue Relew eds bas B6EOe 2 
Charles Sentelle....... cans 6 ake aide iat nck atn Goce. 
John T. Towers......0. baa seeur cabins s decehe 1 


| —— Jones.... . 


Rs. Fra OR Ao cniinksanacnsencmeens sae 
Beverley Tucker... 


So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


For Mr. Follett — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 


Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, 
Buffinton, Burlingame, James H.Campbell, Lewis D. Camp- 


bell, Colfax, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Dean, Dick, Dick- | 
son, Dodd, Galloway, Giddings, Granger, Grow, Robert B. | 


Hall, Harlan, Holloway, ‘Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Kel- 


sey, Knapp, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, Mc- | 


Carty, Meacham, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, 
Norton, Parker, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Ritchie, Sabin, 
Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Stanton, Tappan, Thor- 
ington, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, and Wood- 


|| worth. 


The SPEAKER. The opinion of the Chair is | 


that, inasmuch as the resolution before the House 
relates to the election of one of its officers, and 
as the House has ordered the main question on 
that resolution, it precludes at this time the motion 
of the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Then] move to postpone 
the consideration of the resolution relating to the 
election of public printer. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will ask the con- 
sent of the House to the suggestion of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, that the resolution relating to the 


election of public printer be postponed, for the | 
purpose of taking up the Senate resolution relating | 


to the poor of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. KEITT. I object. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. ThenI hope the House 
will go on with the election of public printer. 

= SPEAKER. That is the first business in 
order. 


Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. I ask the con- 


sent of the House to make a motion in reference to || 


papers which I wish to have taken from the files 
of the House, and referred to the Court of Claims. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I object. 
ELECTION OF PUBLIC PRINTER. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now report 
the resolution which is before the House. 
The resolution was reported, as follows: 


_ Resolved, That the House do now procced to the elec- 
ton of public printer. 


The SPEAKER. On this resolution the House 
as ordered the main question. The question is 
on agreeing to the resolution. 


| 
| off with Mr. 


For Mr. Wendell—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Bell, 
Hendley 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, 
Brooks, Burnett, John P. Campbell, Caruthers, Clingman, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Crawford, Davidson, Dow- 
| dell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Eustis, Faulkner, Flor- 

ence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus 

Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, 

Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kid 

well, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Samuel 

8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, 
| Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Peck, Quitman, Ready, Ricaud, 

Ruffin, Rust, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Stephens, Stewart, 

Taylor, Thurston, Watkins, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, 
| John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mi. Farnham—Messrs. Broom, Carlile, Bayard Clark, 
Damrell, Davis, Evans, Foster, Harrison, Lake, Rivers, 
William R. Smith, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, and 
Walker. 

For Mr. Sergeant—Messrs. Ezra Clark, Cullen, Ed 
wards, Etheridge, Puryear, Reade, Robison, Todd, and 
Woodruff. 

For Mr. Morris—Messrs. Bishop, Clawson, Pennington, 
and Robbins. 
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of Tennessee; and that, by mutual agreement, 
his colleague (Mr. Purviance] was allowed to 
avail himself of this arrangement, by pairing 
off for a portion of that time—while Mr. ‘Tuor- 
INGTON might be present—with Mr. Surra. 

Mr. WELLS stated that he had paired off with 
Mr. Peron. 

Mr. BROOM stated that Mr. Wurrwey had 
sent word to him this morning, that he was con- 
fined to his room through sickness, and unable to 
be present in the House. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennesse, announced tha! 
his colleague [Mr. Smrrn] had paired off for two 
weeks on the election of public printer, and on 
the Kansas question, with Mr. Purviance. 

Mr. ORR stated that he had pajred off tll 
Tuesday evening with Mr. Peance, and that 
therefore he would not vote on this orany other 
question till that time. 


On motion by Mr. BARKSDALE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of Mary 
Drane be withdrawn from the files of the House, and re- 
ferred to the Court of Claims. 


The House then proceeded to vote viva voce a 
fifth time for printer, with the following result: 
Whole number of votes cast, 175; necessary to a 
choice, 88; of which— 

Cornelius Wendell received 7 

ahs Kade acdvidhites cecéstestaeseae cats 68 

Robert Farnham 

Nathan Sergeant...... 

Edward Morris... 

Jobn D. Defrees......... 

J. Watson Webb....... 

Beverley Tucker 

Charles Sentelle 

Joseph Gales......cceeees 

RR. We BegntS evcedcicccecviens 

So there was no choice. 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Wendell — Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdaie, 
Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, 
Brooks, Burnett, John P. Campbell, Caruthers, Clingman, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Crawtord, Cullen, Davidson, 
Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Eustis, Faulkner, 
Florence, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, 
Keitt, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Alex- 
ander K. Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMul- 
lin, MeQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, 
Peck, Quitman, Ready, Ricaud, Ruffin, Rust, Seward, 
Shorter, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Taylor, Thurston, 
Watkins, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and 
Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Follett — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 
Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Brenton, Buffinton, 
Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Col- 
fax, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Dean, Dick, Dick- 
son, Dodd, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, 
Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, Knapp, Knowlton, Knox, 
Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, 
Murray, Nichols, Norton, Parker, Perry, Pettit, Pike, 
Pringle, Ritchie, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, 
Stanton, Tappan, Thorington, Wade, Walbridge, Wal- 
dron, Ellibu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, 
Welch, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Farnhanm—Messrs. Broom, Carlile, Bayard Clark, 


| Henry Winter Davis, Evans, Harrison, Haven, Hoffman, 


For Mr. Defrees—Messrs. Dunn, Humphrey Marshall, 


| and Scott. 
For Mr. Gales—Messrs. Lindley and Porter. 


| For Mr. Sentelle—Mr. Andrew Oliver. 


For Mr. Towers—Mr. Haven. 

‘or Mr. Jones—Mr. Paine. 
For Mr. Hughes—Mr. William Smith. 
For Mr. Tucker—Mr. Powell. 


Pending the call of the roll, 


of Mr. Capwaxaper, he had paired off with that 
gentleman. 

Mr. HUGHSTON announced that his colleague 
| [Mr. Petron] was not present, he having paired 
VELLSs. 
| Mr. DAVIDSON stated that his colleague [Mr. 


|| SANDIDGE] was not present on account of indis- 


| position. 


| _ Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, stated that Mr. 


Pue tps was sick in bed, and consequently unable 


Mr. DURFEE announced that, at the request | 


Mr. COVODE stated that Mr. Tuoriweron | 


| to be present in the House. 


had paired off for one month with Mr. Smita, 


il 


Paine, Puryear, Rivers, Trippe, Underwood, Vaik, and 
Walker. 

For Mr. Sergeant— Messrs. Ezra Clark, Edwards, Eth- 
eridge, Robison, Todd, and Woodruff. 


For Mr. Morris—Messrs. Bishop, Clawson, Pennington, 
and Robbins. 


For Mr. Defrees—Messrs. Dunn, Humphrey Marshail, 
and Scott. 


For Mr. Webb—Mr. Meacham. 

For Mr. Tucker—Mr. Powell. 

For Mr. Sentelie—Mr. Andrew Oliver. 

For Mr. Gales—Mr. Porter. 

For Mr. Hughes—Mr. William Smith. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, stated that he had 
paired off with Mr. De Wirt. 

Mr. DENVER also stated that he had paired 
off with Mr. Day. 

ELECTION BY PLURALITY. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. i desire to offer a reso- 
lution. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 1 insist upon the regular 
order of business, and object to anything being 
introduced until the order of the House has been 
executed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. ‘The resolution I pro- 
pose to offer is directly in connection with the 
subject-matter before the House. I ask that it 
may be read for information. 

There being no objéction, the resolution was 
read, as follows: : 

Resolved, That the Clerk, immediately after the adoption 
of this resolution, shall call the roll in the election for printer 
of the House of Representatives ; cod if, upon that ballot, 
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30 person shall receive a majority of all the votes cast, being 
a majority of a quorum, he shall again call the roll, andthe 
person who shall then receive the largest number of votes tor 
printer, being a majority of a quorum, shall thereupon be 
elected printer of the House of Representatives, and shall 
be so declared by the Speaker. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move to lay the resolu- 
tion upon the table. ; 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I raise the ques- 
tion of order, that the resolution is not in order 
under the order of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the reso- 
lution is not in order, pending the previous quos- 
tion under which the House is acting, the effect 
of the resolution being to change the rules of the 
House. 

PAPERS REFERRED TO COURT OF CLAIMS. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. 1 desire to ask 
unanimous consent to withdraw from the files of 
the House the papers in the case of ‘Thomas 
Crown, and also in the case of Joseph Radcliff, 
for the purpose of having them referred to the 
Courtof Claims. These cases are already before 
that court, and | now merely request that the 
papers may go there. a 

Mr. HAVEN. I wish to inquire in reference 
to the nature of the claim in revard to which thi 
gentleman from ‘Tennessee | Mr. Wrigut] makes 
his motion to refer. If it is a claim that comes 
within the purview of a portion of the first sec- 

Mon of the act creating the Court of Clams, I 
have no wish to interpose any objection. LT have 
no objection to referring to that court any claim 
founded upon any law of Congress, or upon any 
rerulation of an executive department, or upon 
any contract, express or implied, with the Gov- 
ernment of the United States; but I wish to object 
very decidedly to the reference of all other classes 
of cases until we know something of their nature. 

The act provides that, in addition to the classes 
of cases | have mentioned, the court shall also 
have jurisdiction of all claims which may be re- 
ferred to it by either House of Congress. 

It has been claimed with great confidence—and 
Iam not prepared to say but claimed rightly— 
that if either House refer a claim for the exten- 
sion of a patent, or any other of a similar char- 
acter, to that court, it gives to it jurisdiction of 
the case. Now, to a reference of any such case 
I object; but 1 have no objection to interpose in 
regard toany claim coming under the three classes 
I have first mentioned. 

Mr. JONES. I would merely suggest, in addi- 
tion to the statement of the gentleman from New 
York, that in consideration of the fact he has 
stated, it will be better for the House not to refer 
any papers to the Court of Claims, until we have 
had an opportunity of examining them. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Laskthe gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Haven] whether the House did 
not, at the close of the last session, refer to that 
court all cases upon which committees had _re- 
port d favorably, but which had not been reached 
in the legislative action of the House? 

Mr. HAVEN. I am aware such action was 
taken by the last Congress; and it is owing to that 
fact that my attention has been called to the sub- 


ject; but for that it might have escaped my at- | 


tention. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
tion of order. 
out of order. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is notin order while 
the House is acting under the previous question, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I move asuspension of 
the rules to enable me to submit my resolution, 

The SPEAKER. Itis notin order, pending the 
execution of the order of the House tor the elec- 
uion of printer, 

VOTE FOR PRINTER—AGAIN. 

‘he House them proceeded to vote vira voce 
the sixth tme for printer of the House, with the 
following result: Whole number of votes cast, 
167; hecessary toa choice, 84; of which— 

Cornelius Wendell received ...... ceeseseces see 


I rise toa ques- 
I insist that this whole debate is 


Oran Follett..... > unikecct- beauauabhdpodane sasukeee 
Robert Farnhham.......... swuesack sess bceusbussseu » 
Nathan Sergeant..... (0b ie kaee beds ewibissenésaceee 
Se Na cic Wen siina nach weeeeeksonencsenaad 


pe D. Defrees........< . 
“dward Morris.... 

Beverday TOCkOr..s..0vcccvcccccccsctoccecetévestes | 
SRRTPNS BORIOUS soo oeccce voccceccccne Sovses cocsec 
J. Thompson... ccccrcrrvccessscccceccccscccsccces 
R. w. eT TTT wees eRe eet eeeereereaees 


So there was no choice. 


—— 


THE 








The following is the vote in detail: 
For Mr. Wende!!—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Bell, 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


|| to discharge a certainduty. Weare now en 


Hendley 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch,Brooks, || 


Burnett, John P. Campbell, Clingman, Williamson R. W. 
Cobb, Cox, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Dowdell, Ed- 


| mundson, Elliott, English, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, Fos- 


| Benson, Billinghurst, Bing 


ter, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus 
Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert.Hick- 
man, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, 
Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Samuel 
S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Paine, Quitman, Ready, Ricaud, Ruffin, Savage, 
Seward, Shorter, Stephenson, Stewart, Swope, Taylor, 
Thurston, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Waiker, Watkins, 
Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zolli- 
coffer. 

For Mr. Follett — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 
am, Bliss, Breton, Buffinton, 
Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Colfax, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Dean, Dick, 
Dickson, Dodd, Galloway, Giddings,Giibert, Granger, Grow, 
Robert R. Hail, Harlan, Holloway, Howard, Hughston, Kel- 
sey, Knapp, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, Me- 
Carty, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Parker, 
Perry, Pike, Pringle, Ritchie, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Simmons, 





Stanton, Tappan, Thorington, Wade, Wakeman, Wal- | 


bridge, Waldron, Elliihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Watson, Welch, and Woodworth. 


For Mr. Farnham — Messrs. Broom, Carlile, Bayard 


Clark, Henry Winter Davis, Evans, Harrison, Hotiman, | 


Reade, and William R. Smith. 
For Mr. Sergeant— Messrs. Ezra Clark, Etheridge, Ha- 
ven, Robison, Todd, and Woodruff. 


For Mr. Knapp—Messrs. Kennett, Lindley, Porter, Ca- 
ruthers, and Mordecai Oliver. 

For Mr. Defrees—Messrs. Dunn, Humphrey Marshall, 
Livers, and Scott. 

Kor Mr. Morris—Messrs. Clawson, Pennington, and 
Robbins. 

For Mr. Tucker—Mr. Powell. 

For Mr. Sentelle—Nir. Andrew Oliver. 

For Mr. Thompson —Mr. Meacham. 

For Mr. Hiunghes—Mr. William Smith. 


Pending the call of the roll, 


Mr. THURSTON stated that Mr. Peck had 
paired off with ‘Mr. Perrit. 


Mr. SHERMAN also stated that he had paired | 


off for an hour anda half with Mr. Rust. 

Mr. STANTON. I move that the further ex- 
ecution of the order of the House in reference to 
the election of public printer be postponed until 
to-morrow. [Cries of ** No!’’ * Call the roll.’’} 

Mr. WALKER. The motion is out of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that the motion to postpone the further execution 
of the House is in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. After the call for 
the previous question has been seconded, and 
the main question has been ordered to be now 
put? 

The SPEAKER. 
tion received a second, and the House ordered 
that the main question be now put on the resolu- 
tion. Under that order the House agreed to the 
resolution. 

Mr. JONES. What was the main question 
but an execution of the resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. The main question directed 
an immediate vote to be put on the resolution, 


which vote the House has taken. The gentleman | 


from Ohio now moves to suspend the further 
execution of the order until to-morrow. 
Mr. JONES. Ifthe motion be in order, and 


| it is carried, the resolution would then, it seems 


to me, never come up again. If the Chair holds 
that voting under the resolution is execution of 
it, then it would certainly never come up any 
more. I ask that the resolution be read. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the House do now proceed to the election 
of public printer. 


The SPEAKER. The opinion of the Chair 


is, that the main question 1s exhausted by the | 


adoption of the resolution and the execution of 


| the order under it. 


Mr. JONES. If the further execution of the 


| order be postponed, when, in the opinion of the 


Chair, will it come up again? . 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I would inquire of the 
Chair whether my proposition to apply the plu- 
rality rule to the election of public printer is not 
now in order? [again submit the proposition, and 
demand that the question of solve be definitely 
determined. 

The SPEAKER. The proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio takes precedence of the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The resolution which has 
just been read has been adopted, and now consti- 
tutes an order of the House. Can thatorder be 
dispensed with unless by a two-third vote? The 





Yes; the previous ques- || of the House in reference to the election of public 








| proposes no change of the rules. 
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; ; saged 
in the discharge of that uty. oe 
Mr. GIDDINGS. Is discussion in order? 
Mr. HOUSTON. I merely make a suggestion 
Weare in the discharge of aduty under the reso. 
lution, and I ask the Chair whether it is in order 
to make the postponement contemplated by _ 
resolution of the gentleman from Ohio ‘Mr. 
Sranton] unless by a vote of two thirds? ~ 
The SPEAKER. The motion for its adoption 
does not require a two-third vote, inasmuch as it 
Mr. HOUSTON. I do not hold the Opinion 
that a clear majority of the House can get rid of 
the order, in the execution of which we are now 


| engaged. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. That is not the 
question before us. F 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 
a The gentleman from Ohio moves that 
the further execution of the order in reference to 
the election of public printer be postponed until 
to-morrow. The Chair decides the motion to be 
in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If that is the 
Chair’s decision, I beg most respectfully to take 
an appeal. I believe that the question, if post- 
poned, will never come up again. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that if the resolution be postponed it will come 
up again for the action of the House the very day 
and hour to which it is postponed, It ‘is in 
itself a matter of privilege, for it affects the or. 
ganization of the House. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Then I move that the 
further consideration of the resolution be post- 
poned until the 4th of March, 1857. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that the proposition of the gentleman from Georgia 
amounts to an indefinite postponement of the res- 
olution; that it includes the entire term for which 
members are elected, and is therefore not in order, 

Mr.STEPHENS. Then I modify it, and pro- 
pose that the further execution of the order be 


| postponed until the 3d of March, 1857. 


The question was taken; and the motion was 


disagreed to—there being, on a division of the 


House, onl 
not counted. 
The SPEAKER. The question now recurs on 
the motion of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Sranron,| that the further execution of the order 


twenty-six in the affirmative; noes 


| printer, be postponed until to-morrow. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to take an 


/appeal, if the Chair decides that it is in order 


to move a postponement after the main question 


| has been ordered to be now put. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee appeals from the Chair’s decision, that the 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio is in order. 


| The question is, ** Shall the decision of the Chair 


stand as the judgment of the House ?”’ 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. I move that 
the appeal be laid upon the table. 

Mr. LETCHER. I demand the yeas and nays 
on the motion to lay upon the table. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, Lam not disposed 
to embarrass the House; and if it is the wish ofa 


| majority of members to postpone the further ex- 
ecution of the order of the House, they can do so 


| in a direct vote. 


I withdraw my appeal from the 
Chair’s decision. 

The SPEAKER. The question again recurs 
on the motion of the gentleman from Ohio, to 
rostpone the further execution of the order of the 
Senne until to-morrow. 


Mr. WALKER. I demand the yeas and nays 


/ on the motion. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I understand that the 
previous question has not been called on the mo- 
tion to postpone; and presuming that my prope 
sition for the application of the plurality rule to 
the election of public printer, is in order, I now 


| submit it as a substitute for the pending motion. 


resolution is an injunction that we now proceed || 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s proposition 
is not relevant to the motion for postponement. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. But I propose it as & 
substitute for the pending proposition. 

TheSPEAKER. It isthe opinion of the Chait 
that the proposition of the gentleman from Ken- 
uicky is not in order as a substitute for the 
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1856. 
moti ~ =] 
inasmuch as It does not relate to the same ques- 
tion. ‘ 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
postpone ; and it was disagreed to—yeas 81, nays 
87; as follows: 
yEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Benson, Bil- 


linghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, | 


Butlinton, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Ezra Clark, Coltax, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, 
pamrell, Heary Winter Davis, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
English, Etheridge, Galloway, Giddings, Granger, Robert 
4. Hall, Harlan, Harrison, Holloway, Howard, Kelsey, 
Kennett, King, Knapp, Knowlton, Knox, Lake, Leiter, 
Lindley, Humphrey Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, Mea- 
cham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 
Norton, Parker, Perry, Pike, Pringle, Ricaud, Ritchie, 
Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Simmons, 
William R. Smith, Stanton, Swope, Tappan, Thorington, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Ellihu B. Wash- 


burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Woodruff, and Wood- || 


worth—8l. 


NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley | 


s. Bennett, Bishop, Bocock, Bowie, 
Brooks, Burnett, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, 
Bayard Clark, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, 
Crawiord, Cullen, Davidson, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, 
Edwards, Elliott, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, 


tus Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haven, 
Herbert, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, George W. 


Boyce, Branch, | : ° : 
, os It The only effect of suspending the rules is to bring 


the proposition 


Florence, | 
' as J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Augus- | . - 
Thom ’ ? Sees || suspension of the rules. 


Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, Alexan- | 
der K. Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, MeMullin, McQueen, | 
Smith Miller, Millson, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai | 


Oliver, Paine, Pennington, Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quit- 


man. Reade, Ready, Rivers, Robbins, Ruffin, Savage, Sew- | 


ard, Shorter, William Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Taylor, | 


Thurston, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Watkins, 
Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zolli- 
cofter—87. 

So the House refused to postpone the further 
execution of the order in reference to the election 
of public printer until to-morrow. 

Mr. GALLOWAY. I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 


Mr. JEWETT. I demand tellers. 


THE CONGRESSION. 


on submitted by the gentleman from Ohio, | 








L 


to postpone that question or to adjourn. Now Il 
hold that, although it is in order to move to sus- 
pend the rules on this day, it is not in order to 
make that motion when there is a pending prop- 
osition before the House. 

The SPEAKER. The business in which the 
House is engaged is under the rulesof the House. 
The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Unper- 
woop] moves to suspend those rules, and, under 
the rule giving the privilege on this day to move 
a suspension, the Chair thinks his motion is in 
order. 

Mr. JONES. Then if the motion to suspend 
the rules is carried, and the gentleman’s resolu- 
tion comes before the House, it will be subject to 
all the other rules of the House. Would it be in 


| order again to suspend the rules before that reso- 


lution was disposed of? Certainly not; for if so 
you would get into all kinds of difficulty, and 
you never could act upon anything on Monday. 


before the House; but there 


| being a pending question or business before the 
| House, it is not in order to get rid of it by a 


What would become of 
this election now if you were to get clear of it by 
entertaining a motion to suspend the rules? It 
would not come up as unfinished business to-day, 
nor at any other time. The House by refusing 
to postpone the election has manifested a determ- 
ination not to proceed to any other business. 
The SPEAKER. It is the opinion of the Chair 
that, if the House should suspend the rules for a 
specific purpose, the pending business would 


| come up when that purpose was answered. Un- 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. GALLOWAY || 


and WinsLow were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the House 
refused to adjourn, the tellers having reported— 
ayes 66, noes 74. 


from Kentucky will not press his motion. 


der the rule which givesa member upon this day 
the right to make a motion to suspend the rules, 
the Chair thinks that the motion of the gentleman 
from Kentucky is in order, and entertains it. 
Mr. McMULLIN. I hope the 


gentleman 


We 


| must dispose of this election of a printer some 
| day or other; and the sooner we dispose of it the 


‘Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded || 


the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 71, nays 87, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Bell, Henry 


Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, | 


sutlinton, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Ezra Clark, Colfax, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, 
Damrell, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Galloway, Gilbert, 
Granger, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Howard, Kel- 
sey, Kennett, King, Knapp, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, 
Lindley, Mace, Matteson, MeCarty, Meacham, Killian 
Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Parker, 


Pike, Pringle, Ritchie, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sim- | 
* . " a r , | 
mons, Stanton, Swope, Tappan, Thorington, Wade,Wake. | 


man, Walbridge, Waldron, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Watson, Woodruff, and Woodworth—71. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Hendley 8S. 
Bennett, Bishop, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, 
Burnett, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Bayard 
Clark, Clingman, Cox, Crawiord, Cullen, Davidson, Henry 


lish, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Goode, Green- 
wood, Grow, Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson 
W. liarris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, 


Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kid- | 


well, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, McMullin, Mec- 


Queen, Smith Miller, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai 


Oliver, Paine, Pennington, Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quit- 
man, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers,Robbins, Ruffin, Savage, Scott, 


Seward, Shorter, William Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Tay- | 


lor, Thurston, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Wat- 


kins, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and | 


Zollicoffer—&7. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 


THE PLURALITY RULE—AGAIN. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I had the honor a mo- 
ment or two ago to submit a resolution, which at 
that time was regarded as not being in order. I 
understand that, upon further consideration, it is 
now regarded as in order. 
and upon it I demand the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky moves a suspension of the rules for the 
cane of introducing the resolution which will 

€ reported by the Clerk. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I suppose that a 
motion to suspend the rules cannot be entertained 
when there is a proposition before the House ? 
_Mr. UNDERWOOD. There is no proposi- 
tion before the House now. 

Mr. JONES. The proposition to elect a print- 
er is before the House. The House has refused 


I therefore call it up, | 


| this way. 


better. Let me inform the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky that he cannot get rid of this question in 
I differ from the Speaker in the de- 
cision he has made of this question. But what will 
the gentleman gain by the proposition which he 
now submits? I have no idea that the House 
will adopt the plurality rule; and I beg leave to 
say one word for the ear of those gentlemen who 
are here for the first time. My experience is, 


| that the best plan for the dispatch of public busi- 


| the House. 


ness is to adhere strictly to the rules governing 
If gentlemen are indulged in sub- 


| mitting propositions to innovate upon the rules 


of the House, you will have one innovation after 
another until you will consume more time 

The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) Debate is 
not in order. The pending question is on the 
motion to suspend the rules, and that question 





| is not debatable under the rules of the House. 


| The gentleman from Kentucky moves to suspend 
Winter Davis, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Elliott, Eng- || 


the rules, to enable him to submit the resolution 


| which will now be reported. 


The Clerk read Mr. UnpeERwocp’s resolution, 
as follows: 


Resolved, That the Clerk, immediately after the adoption 
of this resolution, shall call the roll on the election of a 
printer of the House of Representatives ; and if upon that 
ballot no person shall receive a majority of all the votes 
east, having a majority of a quorum, he shall again call the 
roll, and the person who shall then receive the largest num 


| ber of votes for printer, being a majority of a quorum, shall 


thereupon be elected printer of the House of Representa- 


| tives, and shall be so declared by the Speaker. 


The question was taken on Mr. Unperwoop’s 
motion, and the rules were not suspended, two 
thirds not voting in favor thereof. 

Mr. STANTON. As I understand the rules 


| of the House, this is the only day upon which a 
| suspension of the rules can be moved. 


My col- 
league [Mr. Camppe.i] is exceedingly anxious 
to get up a resolution from the Senate for the 
relief of the poor of this city 
Mr. LETCHER, (interrupting. ) 
uestion of order. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 





I rise to a 


| ginia will state his question of order. 


Mr. LETCHER. What is the question before 
the House upon which the gentleman from Ohio 
is speaking ? 

he SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
remarks of the gentleman from Ohio are not in 
order. 


GLOBE. | 


Mr. STANTON. T move, then, that the 
further execution of the order of the House in 
regard to the election of a-printer be postponed 
until one o’clock on Wednesday next. I believe 
I am now in order in sayin 

Mr. LETCHER, Mr. HOUSTON, and others. 
No debate. 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. STANTON. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
order. 

Mr. LETCHER. 

Mr. STANTON. 
motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Warson, 
and Harris of Alabama, were appointed. 

The House was divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 65, noes 69, 

Mr. STANTON demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the negative— ycas 73, nays 86; as fol- 
lows: ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Albright, All\<on, Barbour, Benson, Bil- 
linghurst, Bingham, Bliss,. Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, 
Buflinton, Burlingame, James, H. Campbell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Ezra Clark, Colfax, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, 
Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Etheridge, Galloway, Gid- 
dings, Granger, Robert B. Hall, Narlan, Holloway, Howard, 
Kelsey, Kennett, King, Knapp, Knowlton, Knox, Lake, 
Leiter, Humphrey Marshall, Mittteson, MeCarty, Meacham, 
Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill; Mott, Murray, Norton, Par- 
ker, Perry, Pike, Porter, Pringte, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, 
Sage, Sapp, Simmons, Stanton, Thorington, Underwood, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, ‘Valdron, Eliihu B. Wash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Watsou, Woodruff, Woodworth, 
and Zollicoffer—73. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Aliep, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
Ss. Bennett, Bishop, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, 
Brooks, Burnett, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Bay 

| ard Clark, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craw- 
ford, Cullen, Davidson, Heary Winter Davis, Dowdell, 
Dunn, Edmundson, Edwards, Elliott, English, Evans, 
Faulkner, Florence, Foster,.'hhomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, Augustus Hail, J..Viorrison Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hickman, Hoffman, 
Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Alexander K. Mars}iul!, Samuel 8. Marshall, Me- 
Mullin, McQueen, Millson, Nieiiols, Andrew Oliver, Mor- 
decai Oliver, Paine, Pennington, Powell, Puryear, Quit- 
man, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, Robbins, Ruflin, Scott, 
Seward, Shorter, William Smith, Stephens, Stewart, 
Swope, Taylor, Thurston, Trippe, Valk, Walker, Watkins, 
Winslow, Daniel B. Wright,and John V. Wright—86. 

. < 
So the motion to postpone was not agreed to. 


Mr. GILBERT. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL.. I ask the gentleman 
to withdraw his motion for a moment, that I may 
ask the unanimous consent of the House to the 
massage of a resolution. 

Mr. GILBERT. I will hear the resolution. 

The resolution was read for information, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That all extra copies of documents heretofore 
ordered to be printed for distribution, and which have not 
been delivered to the members + utitled thereto, shall be de- 

| livered by the officers having pwsession of the same, to the 
successors in this House of those who have not been re- 
turned to this House, and woui¢ have been entitled to receive 


the same ; in order that said.decuments may be distributed 
among the people. ha 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Qhio, and others objected 
to the resolution. 

Mr. STEPHENS. As the gentleman from 
Ohio objects, I move thui the House do now ad- 
journ. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgii 
jection to the resolution. 

| The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
objection was also made on the other side of the 
House. 

Mr. BENSON. Iask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a resolution. 

Objection was made. | 

The question was thenta kenon Mr. Steruens’s 
motion; and it was decided in the affirmative, 

The House accordinytv (at fifteen minutes 
past three o’clock) adjoucacd until to-morrow, at 
twelve o’clock, m. 





No debate is in order. 
I was about to say 
I call the gentleman to 





I ob} ct to debate. ; 
I cull for tellers on my 







I withdraw my ob- 








IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, Febyuary 12, 1856. 
Prayer by the Chaplair, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The PRESIDENT pre tempore laid before the 
Senate a letter of the Second Auditor of the 
Treasury, communicatiny copies of the accounts 
of persons charged with the disbursement or 
application of moneys, goods, or effects for the 
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henefit of the Indians, during the fiscal year end- 


ing the 30th June, 1855, with lists of the names 
of all persons to whom goods, moneys, or effects 
have been delivered during that period ; which, on 


motion by Mr. We.ver, was ordered to le on | 


the table, and be printed. 


Also, a letter of the Commissioner of Patents, | 


communicating his annual report for the year 
1855; and, on motion by Mr. We Lter, it was 

Ordered, ‘That the usual number of extra copies be 

printed for the use of the Senate. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of the legal 
representatives of Thomas Nelson, an officer of 
the army of the Revolution, praying for com- 
pensation for a house destroyed by the military 
during that war, and for the commutation pay to 
which he was entitled; which was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the memorial of Anton L. C. Portman, 
praying for compensation for services rendered 
as interpreter by order of Commodore Perry, 
commanding the Japan expedition; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. PUGH presented the petition of Eleanor 
Davies, widow of Marmaduke 8. Davies, a revo- 


reine soldier, praying to be allowed bounty | 
i 


land; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, 


Also, the petition of Mrs, A. E. Donahoo in | 
behalf of her mother, Mrs. Sophia Turner, the | 


only surviving heir of Dr. Robert Wilcox, a sur- 
geon in the revolutionary war, praying that she 
may be compensated for his services during that 
war: which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented the petition 
of the trustees of the State University ot lowa, 
praying for a further grant of land to aid that in- 
stitution; which was referred to the Committee 
on Publie Lands. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Iowa, praying 
for the establishment of a mail route from Cedar 
Rapids to Albion, in that State; which was re- 


ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 


Post Roads. 


; Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of John 
Allen, praying to be allowed a pension or a grant 
of sand for his gallantry and good conduct in 
capturing an armed barge of the enemy, in the 
last war with Great Britain, while master of a 
schooner engaged inthe lumber trade; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HALE presented the petition of citizens 
of Manchester, New Hampshire, praying for the 
adoption of measures to reduce the present high 
rates of ocean postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

THE NAVAL RETIRING BOARD. 

Mr. WELLER. I desire to present the me- 
morial of Thomas Holdup Stevens, late a lieu- 
tenant of the United States Navy, protesting 
against the action of the late naval board, in con- 
sequence of which he was dropped from the rolls 
of the Navy; and praying that such action may 
be taken as will result in his restoration to his 
former position in the service. 

It was my intention to submit some observa- 
tions to the Senate in presenting this memorial; 
but I find myself, this morning, so hoarse, that 
it will be impossible for me to do so. I desire to 
say, however, that, when the subject comes up 


for discussion, I shall take occasion to speak of | 


this and other cases in which, according to my 
judgment, the grossest injustice has been done to 
naval officers. 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
The motion was agreed to 


Mr. MASON presented the memorial of Cap- | 
tain William Jamesson, who was placed on the | 
reserved list in consequence of the action of the | 


late naval board, praying to be restored to his 
former position in the Navy; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Also, additional papers in the case of H. H. | 


Rhodes, late a lieutenant in the United States 


Navy, who sought relief from the action of the 
late naval board; which were referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I have been requested to pre- 
sent the petition of Abner Read, late a lieutenant 
in the United States Navy, who was dropped in 


I move to refer this memorial to | 





‘at whatever hour of night or day the telegraph 


| clary, to whom was referred the memorial of citi- 
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consequence of the action of the late naval board, 
praying for relief against their action. I will re- 
frain from entering into any discussion of the ques- 
tion presented by this petition. I will only say that 
I regard the petitioner’s case as one of peculiar | 
hardship, and I think of very great injustice. In 
addition, I will make this one suggestion: It has 
occurred to me that the law ought to be modified, 
at least so far as to provide that those who were 
retired should be retired for causes which cast no 
blame upon them, and that they should be retired 
with merit; and that, in all eases where officers 
have been dismissed or retired for causes which 
cast discredit upon themselves, a trial in the na- 
ture of a court-martial ought to be given to each 
one, in order that the charges against them might 
be proved according to the regular course of 
proceedings. I wish to call the attention of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs to the fact, that the 
passage of a law to grant a trial into the truth of 
the facts, requiring specific charges to be made as 
to all those a eteeed: might afford relief and do 
justice by separating those who are worthy from | 
these who are unworthy. I will not attempt to 
say any more upon the question at this time. I 
move the reference of the petition which I have 
presented to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. I have the petition of one hun- 
dred and forty-six sailors on the northern lakes, 
praying for the restoration to his former position 
of Commander John 8. Nicholas, who has been 
dropped from the active service list by the action | 
of the late naval board. This petition was in- | 
trusted to me by the sailors. With Commander 
Nicholas himself, who, I believe, is a citizen of 
Virginia, I have very little acquaintance. Upon 
this occasion, | desire to say that, while I was on 
the northern lakes recently, I saw sailors and 
merchants who represented to me that they hardly 
ever knew, upon those lakes, that there was any 
United States Government for their protection 
until Commander Nicholas came there; and that, 
sinee he had been in command of a steamer on 
the lakes, he had been indefatigable in his atten- 
tions and in his exertions; and that, no mattter 


flashed to him the intelligence that life or prop- 
erty was in peril, Commander Nicholas was sure | 
to be where his presence was necessary. While | 
he was thus acceptably and honorably discharg- 
ing the duties of this station to the universal 


, acceptation of every person around the lakes, he 


was stricken down by the action of this board. 
I was instructed to refer, for the substantiation | 


| of these statements, to two Senators whom I do 
| not now see in their seats—the honorable Senator 


from Illinois, living in the city of Chicago, [Mr. 
Dovetas,] and the honorable Senator from Mich- 
igan, living in the city of Detroit, [Mr. oe 
I ask that the memorial may be received an 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

It was so referred. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. DOUGLAS, it was 


Resolved, That the petition of the heirs of James Bell, | 
deceased, praying for payment for advances made by him | 
to the American Army during the revolutionary war, be | 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the | 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. | 

ERRONEOUS REFERENCE. 

Mr. WELLER. The memorial of Colonel | 
Leslie Combs, praying for a grant of bounty land 
to his regiment of Kentucky volunteers, was some | 
time ago referred to the Committee on Military | 
Affairs. It should properly have gone to the | 
Committee on Public Lands. I therefore move | 
that the Committee on Military Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of that 
memorial, and that it be referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 


The motion was agreed to. 
JURORS’ FEES. 
Mr. BAYARD. The Committee on the Judi- 


zens of the District of Columbia, praying that the | 
jurors iff the courts of that District may be allowed 
the same fees as are allowed to jurors of other | 





| United States courts by the act of the 26th of | 


February, 1853, have instructed me to reporta bill | 


E February 12 
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States, and for other purposes.”’ This bill pro. 


~~ to make only one alteration in the law, and 
desire to state what itis. Under the acts pre- 
vious to that of 1853, the sum allowed to jurors 
was $1 25 perday. Under the law of 1853, it Was 
increased to $1 50. A construction has been Piven 
to the law that it has no application to jurors ” 
the courts of the United States in the District o¢ 
Columbia. It seems very reasonable that tho 


| same compensation should be allowed here as in 

the other courts of the United States, particulary 
_as the same reason for an increase of compensa- 
| tion exists here; that is, the increased cost of 


living. I trust the bill will be now passed. 
The bill (S. No. 80) was read a first and gee. 
ond time, by unanimous consent, and considere; 
as in Committee of the Whole. 
It provides that so much of the act entitled «Ay 
act to regulate the fees and costs to be allowed 
clerks, marshals, and attorneys of the circuit an¢ 


| district courts of the United States, and for othe; 


purposes,” approved February 26, 1853, as ap- 
plies to the fees of jurors, shall be made to em. 
brace the jurors of the United States court for the 
District of Columbia. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


/amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 











} 


reading, was read a third time, and passed. 
COMMITTEE REPORT. 

Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Jaco) 
Dodson; which was read a first time and ordered 
toa second reading. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution 

for consideration: 


Resolved, That te Committee on the Judiciary be ip- 
structed to inquire and report whether the provisions of an 
**Act to promote the efficiency of the Navy,” approved 28th 
February, 1855, are in accordance with the provisions of 
the Constitution of the United States ; and whether the pro- 
ceedings under said act by which large numbers of officers 
of the Navy have béen involuntarily placed on the reserved 
list and on furlough, aud others dismissed from the service, 


| are agreeable to, and warranted by, the provisions of said 


Constitution. 


Mr. STUART submitted the following resolu- 


| tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
| sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of continuing the 
land office at Kalamazoo, in the State of Michigan. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. YULEE gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill establishing a port of 
entry at Fernandina, and at Tampa, in Florida. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK gave notice of his inten- 
tion to ask leave to introduce a bill to provide for 
the examination and payment of certain claims 
of citizens of Georgia and Alabama, on account 
of losses sustained by the depredations of the 
Creek Indians. 

Mr. MASON gave notice of his intention to 


_ ask leave to introduce a joint resolution, providing 


for the appointment of a Regent to the Smithso- 

nian Institution, to fill the vacancy occasioned by 

the death of the Hon. John McPherson Berrien, 

and also to fill the vacancy occasioned by the res- 

ignation of Rufus Choate, of Massachusetts. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. HALE, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
repeal the act ‘* to promote the efficiency of the 
Navy,’ approved February 28, 1855; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WELLER, by unanimous consent, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution 
authorizing and directing the Secretary of War 
to furnish in certain cases verified copies of ori- 
ginal papers filed before the board for the exam- 
ination of claims contracted in California under 
Lieutenant Colonel Frémont. The joint resolution 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. : 

Mr. FOOT, in pursuance of previous notice, 


asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill making 


compensation to George P. Marsh for extraordi- 
nary services and expenses on a special mission 
to the Greek Government, and for negotiating @ 
treaty between the Government of the United 
States and Persia; which was read twice by 1ts 


| amendatory of an ‘* Act to regulate the fees and || title, and referred to the Committee on Foreign 


costs to be allowed clerks, marshals, and attorneys || Relations. 


of the circuit and district courts of the United | 


“ 


Mr. FISH, in pursuance of previous notice, 
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noked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for | 








ro. others whom I do ‘not now recollect. Iwas also | 1853, on his motion, an election of the principal 
nd the relief of the widows and orphans of the offi- || a member of that committee. To us was referred | officers of the Senate was had; and the present 
re. cers, seamen, and marines of the United States || the tenure of the officers of the Senate as well as | officers were chosen. 

Irs sloop of war Albany, and for other purposes; the character of its organization; and in the report Sir, I do not think that I am violating any very 
as which was read twice by its title, and referred to |, of that committee, submitted last year, you will | ancient practice of the Senat: 


m bringing thas 


én the Committee on Naval Affairs. find the following language: 


n \ matter again to the consideration of the body. 
in Also, a bill to require the employment of ap- “ The Senate is a permanent body, liable to be convoked | It is true, as I find from my examination of it, 
of srentices in the commercial marine of the United || separately from its codrdinate branch, and should be always — that on morethan one occasion it has been before 
he States; which was read twice by its title, and re- a eee — —e Give the Senate since 1849, when the yeas and nays 
2 ferred to the Committee on Commerce. and under that recommended by the committee it will be | Were taken. The yous and nays appear upon the 
ly Mr. ADAMS, by unanimous consent, asked || found that this is materially diminished. record. The yeas for the substitution of this old 
sa- and obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide **In the opinion of the committee, the correct and safe | rule of the Senate were 20, and the nays 24, 00 
. for the satisfaction of the Choctaw reservations, | ‘amici of the busines of the Scuate materially de December 11, 1851. ‘They are as follows: 
under the nineteenth article of the treaty of Danc- well-trained, and diligent officers; and this can only be “YEAS—Messrs. Bradbury, Bright, Brodhead, Cass, 
a ing Rabbit Creek, ot September, 1830; which | done by security in their respective positions so long as they Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Towa, Douglas, 
ed was read twice by its title, and referred to the || continue faithful in the discharge of their duties.” Downs, Felch, Foote of Mississippi, Gwin, Hamlin, unter, 
Committee on Indian Affairs. : , The report concluded by recommending to the Saanate Sane of Lowa, Norris, Sumner, Walker, and Whit 
An Mr. BROWN, in pursuance of previous notice, || Senate resolutions intended to effect that perma- ‘“ NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Berrien, Boriand, 
ed asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to nency of tenure in its officers. According to my Butler, Clarke, Davis, Dawson, Fish, Foot of Vermont, 
nd incorporate the Columbia Wood Gas Company; recollection, a motion was made to modify one G ver, Hale, Miller, Morton, Pearce. Pratt, Rhett, Seward, 
er which was read a first and second time byits title. || of those resolutions, by prescribing that, at each “a7” Smith, Spruance, Stockton, Upham, and Wade 
p- Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, 1 have intro- |) Congress, as this resolution proposes, the prin- "aaa : 
- duced this bill at the solicitation of a portion of || cipal officers of the Senate—the Secretary, Ser- On _a more recent occasion, to which the Sen- 
he the citizens of this District, who are interested || geant-at-Arms and Doorkeeper, and Assistant || ®°F from \ “ae has alluded, on July 17, 1894, 
in the subject. It was prepared at the last session || Doorkeeper—should be elected; and it was re- the yeas for the substitution of the old rule were 
ut of Congress by one of the Senators from Georgia || jected by a vote taken by yeas and nays. At “1, and the nays 25, The list is as follows: 
rd at that time, [Mr. Dawson,] was reported by the present session, on the 5th of December, 1855, “ YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Bright, Brodhead, Cass, Dodge 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, and || the following resolution was submitted by the Town, ‘Sones oF teltichios Weber” Pian ane Toniekae 
partially acted on, I believe, in the Senate. In || Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Apams:] ~ Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, Toucey, Walker, Weller, and Wil- 
li- introducing it now, I wish simply to have the || « Resolved, That the Senate will, on Monday next, at one || liams—21. 
is fact noted, that I do not at all commit myself in || o’clock, elect a Sceretary, Sergeant-at-Arms and Door- t a S—Mesars. Allen, Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benja- 
od regard to the subject. I have been called on, as || Keeper, and Assistant Doorkeeper.”’ a eat MPicepaariek: pens ee, Dawa, Sere Se 
chairman of the Committee on the District of This resolution was considered on the 10th of | Mason, Pearce, Rockwell, Thompson of Kentucky, Thom. 
Columbia, to introduce it, and have it referred to || December, and was postponed indefinitely. Now || sen of New Jersey, Toombs, and Wade—25.” : 
n that committee, in order that it may be consid- | I submit to the honorable Senator who offers this This question was then brought before the Sen- 
ered. I therefore move that reference. || resolution, whether it is altogether consistent with || ate upon your motion, Mr. President. On more 
i, The bill was so referred. || parliamentary law to raise questions of this kind || than one oceasion it has been brought to the no- 
an ELECTION OF OFFICERS OF THE SENATE. from day to day, or from month to month, during || tice of the Senate by yourmotion. Both the lists 
: Mr. BIGGS. I ask the Senate now to proceed || the session ? I think the policy of the Senate is || to which I have referred were taken on proposi- 
| ; : ; : ; established, and I therefore move the indefinite || tions made by you to restore the old rule. 
( to the consideration of the resolutions which I |") ae the vesolations ofthe’? abl ined: sented bench aera tos ae 
rs submitted yesterday in regard to the election of || ere et nt of the re somtons of the honorable Now, sir, 1s our present practice rignt, or 1s it 
ed officers of the Senate. - | Senator from North Carolina. wrong? That is the important question to be 
e, hie enim eeniareet duvedi-ty, Mr. BIGGS. | Mr. President, I understand the determined, it seems to me. According to my 
Nd = = 5 . .. || Senator from Virginia first to raise a question of || idea of Democratic instinets, if | may use the ex- 
Mr. BU PLER subsequently said: A majority | order. ™ || pression, itiswrong. Itis substantially making 
u- of the Senate this morning decided against taking | Mr. MASON. No,sir. || the offices of the Senate life offices—the life ten- 
a up the resolutions of my friend from North Car-|| \4r. BIGGS. Then there is no impropriety in || ure obtains here. ‘To that Lam opposed. It is 
olina, [Mr. Biegs.}] At the instance of some of || the introduction of this resolution, so far as the || not consistent, in my humble opinion, with the 
n my friends, with the view of having the quesuon || rules of the Senate are concerned. I confess, sir, || theory of the Government under which we live. 
ne finally disposed of, I move to reconsider the vote || ¢ 





1. ‘ . : 
:. ee are eee a | whole session; but, understanding from Senators || practice. ; . 
Or mitted veaterday ie Sie.:Bdons: ’ who were more experienced than | was myselfin || Now, sir, I desire to say to the Senate, most 
. eee Ret car : _ regard to the action of this body, that an indefinite || emphatically, that I have no personal feeling in 
Resolved, That the Senate will, on Monday next, at one postponement did not preclude the introduction || regard to our present officers. I take it for 
nt o’vlock, elect a Secretary of the Senate, Sergeant-at-Arms . ; alae . 7 . : 
: and Doorkeeper, and Assistant Doorkeeper. of the same question again in the Senate, [ ven- || granted, that if this rule obtains, and my resolu- 
Resolved, Vhat the following shall be one of the standing || tured to bring forward the proposition now before || tions should be passed, in all probability the 
. — Soe ee cain as sat allie elias | the Senate. — aoe Pee officers of the Senate would be réelected ; 
i set ietieemeae pe ata ¢ Doo ee SS ae chosen || Sif, it is with great deference to the opinions || but I cannot make any pledges until this resolu- 
g per, and Assistan rkeeper, sha sen || : é } x 
. on the second Monday of the first session of every Con- || of Senators of more experience than myself that || tion passes, and until we have an opportunity to 
¥ gress. LT have introduced these resolutions; but with a || investigate the claims of those officers. 1 know 
‘, Mr. MASON. Mr. President, this proposi- | decided conviction on my mind that the practice || nothing about it, and therefore I shali make no 
: tion was brought before the Senate at an early | of the Senate—the rule, if it may be considered | pledges about it. But I desire to say that | have 
period of the session by the Senator from Mis- | a rule, which has been adopted, Is a rule that is | no personal feeling at all in regard to any of 
sissippl, {Mr. Apams,] and was then disposed | not proper to exist here; and availing myself of these officers. The principle which I uphold 
; of by a decisive vote, postponing it indefinitely. the privilege of expressing my convictions, and in regard to the election of officers ought to ob- 
9 Ido not know that there is any rule of the Sen- | of placing myself right on the record, I thought || tain in the Senate; and it ought not to be vio- 
7 ate forbidding the introduction again of a propo- || it proper to introduce these resolutions for the || lated. It is nothing but justice to the incoming 
. sition once disposed of in this way; but there is || consideration of the Senate. I beg the Senator || Senators, to say nothing of the injustice of the 
” arule of parliamentary law against it, which I || from Virginia, when he cites this uniform rule principle of life-tenure. Sir, according to the 
. have examined, and will read to the Senate: || and practice of the Senate, of such ancient date, || practice of the Senate, and the permanency of 
d “In Parliament, a question once carried cannot be ques- || to be reminded of the fact, which I have ascer- || these officers, of which the Senator from Vir- 
tioned again, at the same session, but must stand as the || tained upon investigation, that this is but a recent | ginia speaks, the incoming Senators have no voice 
: = judgunent of the House.” '| rule of the Senate. For more than a quarter of a || at all in the election of officers; their wishes are 
: s Not only has this subject been once disposed of || century a different practice prevailed. I have |! not consulted; their judgment is not exercised in 
» at the present session, but it had been previously, || investigated the subject, and I find that the first | regard to the officers of the Senate. 
, 3 during last year, disposed of finally, as I hoped, || report on this question was made in the Senate || Although we are further removed from respons- 
r 3 unless some good reason could be shown for recon- || in 1824; and then a rule was adopted by the || ibility than any other department of the Govern- 
2 ig sidering the formal action of the Senate. The || Senate of the United States, which required these || ment, our tenure being six years, still we are 
P FA disposition of the Senate in regard to this subject, | elections to take place on the second Mondsy of | responsible, and we ought to be responsible, for 
| iy as those know who have been here for some time, || the first session of every Congress. That was a || the exercise of the privilege of electing officers. 
: é has been tested, almost from year to year, cer- || standing rule of the Senate from that time until || I put it to Senators whether they can feel the 
p be tainly from Congress to Congress, by propositions | 1849, when, upon the motion of a late distin- || same responsibility in selecting the officers for the 
to change what has been the established practice || guisheg member of this body (Colonel Benton) | discharge of the duties of these Stations as they 
— of the Senate to preserve permanency inits organ- || that standing rule of the Senate was repealed. | would feel if theyyhad some voice inthe appoint- 
i ra ization. In the year 1854, a select committee was '| But has the rule, then understood to be established | ment of the officers? 
, e appointed, among the members of which were the | by that ie been observed all the time? No, Now, sir, I feel the full force of what has been 
: honorable Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] || sir, there has been an election since then of the said by the Senator from Virginia as to the neces- 


by which the Senate refused to take up those 
resolutions. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to; and 
the question recurring on Mr. Biees’s motion, it 


one of the oldest members of the Senate, and one of 


the best informed in regard to its usages, the honor- | 
able Senator from Delaware, [Mr. Crayton,]} and | 


that I was taken by surprise, being acquainted 
with another parliamentary law existing in North 


| Carolina, at the time when the motion was first 


made here to indefinitely postpone this matter, 


| supposing that it was a disposition of it for the 


officers of the Senate upon the motion of the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi, [Mr. Apvams,] who made 
the motion in the early: part of this session. In 


| 1 do not propose to make a speech, because [ 
| suppose gentlemen have made up their minds on 


this question. I have said thus much to set my- 
self right. I intend to vote for the introduction 
of this old rule, and for a change of the present 


sity of having experienced officers; and I take it 
for granted that we shall not be deprived of ex- 
perienced officers by the adoption of this rule. I 
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take it for granted that if we have experienced 
officers, when the election comes on, at the com- 
mencement of every Congress, the Senate will 
relect them. No injury can therefore result, 
according to my idea, to the public service by the 
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duties properly, you must adhere tothat rule. If 


adoption of these resolutions, or any risk be run || 


of getting inexperienced officers when we have 
the judgment of the Senate to control that matter 
in the selection of those officers. 

But, [do not propose, Mr. President, to occupy 
the time of the Senate with any extended remarks 
on this question. There 1s one consideration, 
however, that has struck me very forcibly indeed, 
to which I wish to call the attention of the Senate. 
This branch of Congress is the great conserv- 
ative power in the theory of our Government, 
as far as the legislative department is concerned. 
The practice that now prevails, in my humble 
judgment, is well calculated to weaken the attach - 
ment of a large mass of the people to this portion 
of the Government. Not only this, but there 
may be other objections. 1 feel grealy honored 
by being considered worthy, by my State, to 
represent her in this august bodys and so far as 
my humble abilities go, I propose, in my action 
here, to pursue such a course that, so far from 
removing us, or having the appearance of remov- 
ing us, from the great mass of the people, will 
attach that mass more strongly to this branch of 
the Government. Iam, therefore, sir, upon prin- 
ciple, and upon every consideration that influ- 
ences my polisieal course, decidedly in favor of 
the adoption of these resolutions. 

Mr. ADAMS. 
a word to explain the vote which l expect to give 
on this occasion. Itis true that I introduced, 
at the commencement of this session, a resolution 
providing for an election of the officers of the 
Senate. 
at the commencement of the session, we adopted 
the resolution, it would afford to new Senators, 
who had no voice in the selection of our present 
officers, an opportunity to express their prefer- 
ences, and that by going into an election at that 
period there would be no reflection on our existing 
officers, so that if a majority of the Senate pre- | 
ferred another person to an incumbent, it would 
be no reflection on him. One object which I had 
in view was to test the sense of the Senate on the 
principle involved. These officers hold their offices 
now under a resolution which provides that they 
shall hold their offices until otherwise ordered by 
the Senate. Yet, if we otherwise order, it occurred 
to me that we should do so at the commencement 
of the session. The Senate differed with me in 
opinion, and by an almost unanimous vote—my | 
friend from North Carolina [Mr. Biggs] and my | 
friend from Ohio [Mr. Puen] being the only voices | 
I heard in favor of my views—rejected my propo- 
sition. Sodecided was the expression of the Sen- | 
ate, that [ did not even call for a division. 
vote of the Senate was equivalent to a reélection of 
all the officers, the proposition for a new election 
having been made and rejected. Now, after they 
have been reélected for the Congress in this indirect 
mode by a vote of the Senate, to pass these reso- | 
lutions, which would in legal effect be a removal | 
of them, would be a reflection on the present offi- | 
cers. Therefore, being always willing to be gov- | 
erned by the majority, as is the duty of every 
good citizen, I am opposed now—the sense of the 
Senate having been once ascertained at this session 
on this subject—to reverse and reconsider that 
vote, and bring on these elections. For thisreason | 
I shall cast my vote in opposition to these resolu- 
tions, 

Mr. BAYARD. [trust the motion of my hon- 
orable friend from Virginia will prevail, and that | 
these resolutions will be indefinitely postponed. 
Sir, if we wish to organize here at the commence- 
ment of every Congress a band of office-hunters, 
we shall pass the resolutions offered by the hon- | 
orable Senator from North Carolina. That will 
be the effect, and the only effect of them. Itis an 
entire misapprehension to suppose that there is 
such a thing as a life tenure in the office of Sec- 
retary or any other office of the Senate, under our 
usages and under our rules. The officers hold 
during the pleasure of the Senate. What is there | 
anti-democratic in that? All the clerks in your | 
Departments hold by the same tenure; and as ap- | 
plied to administrative officers, if you ever wish | 
to preserve good administrative officers, and to | 


One reason for doing so was, that if, | 


That || 


you have periodical elections in a body which, 
from its organization, is not compelled to have 
a periodical organization, as the House of Repre- 
sentatives is, you will have a struggle at the com- 
mencement of every Congress for every promi- 
nent office in the gift of the Senate; you will have 
private solicitation; you will have intrigues; you 
will have all sorts of corruption; and you will 
ultimately end in obtaining officers who will be 


| perfectly worthless for conducting the business 


| of the Senate. 


Mr. President, I desire to say | 


| circumstances now from what we were when the |, 


Such, at least,is my opinion. I 
see no democracy in the question at all, Mr. 
President. 


I see nothing anti-democratic or anti- 


republican in the Senate holding their officers by | 


the tenure of their pleasure. They can dismiss 
any officer at any time they see fit; and it is not 
to be presumed, that if an officer should not per- 
form his duties,every member of the Senate would 
be unwilling to make a motion for his dismissal, 
and that, if made on proper grounds, the Senate 
would not act upon it and remove the officer. 
That is quite a sufficient guardianship, and I am 
satisfied, myself, it is the true principle of action 
in reference to administrative officers. 


for the indefinite postponement. 

Mr. BIGGS. call for the yeas and nays on 
that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. HALE. 


but [ think there is a ready answer to one sug- 
gestion thrown out by the Senator from Virginia, 
{Mr. Mason.] We are placed in very different 


vote was taken at the beginning of the session; 
because, since then, the House of Representa- 


| tives has been organized under a different rule 


| from that which before prevailed, and some of 


there have been unsettled. 
| may be a fitting opportunity of expressing a little 
| sympathy for those who have suffered by the 
| revolution there, that would suggest a reason for 





our friends whom we thought were safely moored 


1. [Laughter.] This 


a change now which did not exist at the time the 
first vote was taken. Ido not know that in any 
other respect it stands on a different footing; and 
if this view is not strong enough to induce a re- 
consideration, | suppose it would be as well to let 
matters stand as they are. 

Mr. BIGGS. I will say to the Senator from 
New Hampshire, that the consideration to which 
he has alluded has not governed my action. I 


| am actuated from what I deem a correct principle. 


I am free to say, however, that, all things being 
equal, I shall always be disposed to prefer my 
political friends in the bestowment of office. To 
the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. Bayarp,] who 
fears the organization of a band of office-seekers, 
I remark that the selection of officers is an inci- 
dent to republican representative Government. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Before I vote, 1 wish to ask 
a question. As these resolutions relate to an 


| election of all the officers of the Senate, will an 


indefinite postponement of them preclude any 
Senator from offering a resolution for the election 
of a particular officer? 

The PRESIDENT. No, sir. 

Mr. RUSK. Certainly not. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Then I shall vote to post- 
pone. 

The question being taken by _— and nays, 
resulted—yeas 33, nays 11; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bell of Tennes- 
see, Benjamin, Brown, Butler, Clay, Collamer, Dodge, 
Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, 
Houston, Hunter, Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, 
Mason, Pearee, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Stuart, Thompson 
of Kentucky, Toombs, Wade, Wilson, and Wright—33. 

NAYS— Messrs. Biggs, Bright, Brodhead, Douglas, Fitz- 
patrick, Jones of lowa, Pugh, Sumner, Toucey, Trumbull, 
and Weller—11. 


So the resolutions were postponed indefinitely. 
CLAYTON-BULWER TREATY. 


The Senate, on motion by Mr. HALE, re- 
sumed the consideration of Mr. CLayron’s motion 
to refer to the Committee on Foreign Relations the 
letter of Lord John Russell, of January 19, 1853, 
in reference to the Clayton-Bulwer treaty. 

Mr. WILSON addressed to the Senate remarks 
which will be published in the Appendix. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I wish to ask the Senator 


continue them only while they perform their || from Massachusetts a question in relation to one 


Enter- | 
taining these views, I shall vote for the motion | 


Mr. President, I do not know | 
that I have made up my mind on this question; | 


L GLOBE. 








_ 
portion of the speech which he has just delivered 
to the Senate. I understood that Senator tc state 
that, at the time the Clayton-Bulwer treaty was 
negotiated, Great Britain was in the possession of 
the Bay Islands, as a dependency of the Belize I 
have been endeavori.g to get all the information 
on this subject that I could gather, but [ hayo 
come across no authority to that effect. I should 
be very glad if the Senator from Massachusetts 
would favor us with the source of his information 
on this point. I know that Mr. Everett said go 
in his speech, but I have never seen the authority 
for the statement. 

Mr. WILSON. _ I quoted, Mr. President, the 
opinion of Mr, Everett upon this subject. | 
know not upon what authority the statement was 
made. If gpteores correctly, however, the 
Island of Roatan was taken possession of by 
Great Britain in 1742; but, under the treaty of 

1786, it was given up to Spain, as a part of the 
Spanish continent. On the independence of the 
Central American States being established, jr 
passed into the hands of those States, and the 
flag of Honduras was raised there in 1829. That 
flag waved over the island, I think, until about 
the year 1840, when it was taken down by Brit- 
ish authority. The claim of England was sur- 
rendered for the time being, but afterwards the 
agent of Great Britain at the Belize took posses- 
sion of the island; and from 1841 up to the time 
when this treaty was framed, the inhabitants of 
the island were governed directly from the Belize 
settlement. After the treaty was made in 1850, 
the people wished for an organized colonial goy- 
ernment, and a British agentfrom the Belize went 
there. They agreed to raise a sum of money to 
support the government. The British Govern- 
ment, in 1852, organized the colony of the Bay 
Islands; and the claim on which they base their 
serene is, that those islands were a part of their 
elize settlement. Ido not believe that claim of 
England just in,any way. I believe it to bea 
| mere assumption. think that her action is an 
| outrage on the State of Honduras. Such, how- 
/ever, was her claim; and I think it will turn out, 
| on investigation, (and perhaps it will some time 
/ come to light,) that when the treaty was framed 
| it was distinctly understood that Roatan did not 
/come within its provisions, and that it was ex- 
cepted with the Heline. 
| Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr. President, I do not 
intend to address the Senate upon this subject; I 


| am in pursuit of information upon what I deem 


the vital question in this whole negotiation with 

Great Britain, and that is, the Bay Island colony. 

I understood the Senator from Massachusetts to 
| state that the Bay Island colony, at the time of 
the negotiation of the Clayton and Bulwer treaty, 
was an appendage of the Belize settlement. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Claimed as such. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Was claimed, if you please, 
by Great Britain, as an appendage of the Belize 
settlement. 1 can find no authority to that effect 
| anywhere. I can find nowhere any pretension, 
on the part of Great Britain, that Roatan and the 





islands adjacent to it, were the ‘* dependencies ” 
referred to in the notes of the negotiators, asa 
| part of the Belize settlement, until the last cor- 
_respondence between Lord Clarendon and Mr. 
Buchanan. Then I perceived, for the first time, 
that that pretension was set up by Great Britain. 
I wished, in search of the truth on this subject, 
to call the attention of the Senate, and of the 
Senator froni Massachusetts, to that distinct point, 
whether, prior to the negotiation of the Clayton 
and Bulwer treaty, the Island of Roatan, and the 
adjacent islands, had been claimed by Great 
Britain as any portion of her Belize settlement, 
upon any occasion, in any communication to this 
omnes or in any public document whatever. 
Mr. MASON. Mr. President, when this debate 
was first entered upon by the honorable Senator 
from Delaware, and followed afterwards by the 
honorable Senator from Michigan, I ventured 
_to suggest an opinion that, perhaps, it would be 
found better that the debate should not progress 
before the Senate in the present posture of this 
uestion, as shown in the annual message of the 
resident of the United States. The message of 
the President, as I understand it, informed the 
Senate that, although the questions arising out of 
the Clayton-Bulwer treaty between the Govern- 
| ments of Great Britain and the United States had 
rather a serious aspect, those questions were still 
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in the hands of the Executive, and a hope was 
expressed by both Governments that they would 
attain an amicable solution. The language of 
the message I will read to the Senate. Aftera 
review of the correspondence which had taken 
place between the British and American negotia- 

on the subject, the President said: 





tors 
“The British Government, in its last communication, 





although well knowing the views of the United States, still | 
declares that itsees no reason why a conciliatory spirit may 


not enable the two Governments to overcome all obstacles 
to a satisfactory adjustment of the subject. 

« Assured of the correctness of the construction of the 
treaty constantly adhered to by this Government, and re- 
solved to insist on the rights of the United States, yet actu- 
ated also by the same desire which is avowed by the British 
Government, to remove all causes of serious misunder- 
standing between two nations associated by so many ties 


of interest and kindred, it has appeared to me proper not to | 


consider an amicable solution of the controversy hopeless. 
«“ There is, however, reason to apprehend that, with Great 
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Britain in the actual occupation of the disputed territories, || 


and the treaty therefore practically null, so far as regards our 


rights, this international difficulty cannot long remain un- | 


determined, without involving in serious danger the friendly 
relations which it is the interest as well as the duty of both 
countries to cherish and preserve. It will afford me sin- 


cere gratification if future efforts shall result in the success | 


anticipated heretofore, with more confidence than the aspect 
of the case permits me now to entertain.” 

It is perfectly manifest, therefore, that the 
President does not consider the negotiations at 
an end, but readily embraces, and in the most 
conciliatory tone, the suggestion of the British 
Government, that the misunderstanding might, 
by proper forbearance between the two Govern- 
ments, be brought to an amicable adjustment. I 
am sure we have all been gratified to find that but 
one tone has pervaded the Senate, and that is, to 
sustain the President in the construction which 
he has placed on the treaty. I submit, then, to 
honorable Senators, whether to continue the de- 
bate, expressive of the individual views which 
actuate Senators here, may not rather have the 
effect of embarrassing future negotiations than of 
aiding them—either to create new resentments 
between the two countries, or to inflame existing 
resentments. 

I do not feel myself at liberty to give counsel 
to the Senate on this subject; but it does seem to 
me that it would be better at this stage, more 
specially as we are about instituting a new mis- 
sion to England, and as the President has in- 
formed us that the subject has not passed beyond 


negotiation, to leave it in the hands of the Execu- | 


tive, when we have the admitted expression of the | 
opinion of the Senate that, so far, it has been | 


most ably conducted. I do not mean to suggest 
to any Senator what should be his course, but if 


there is no further disposition to continue the | 
debate, I ask that the question may be taken on | 


he reference. 

Mr. FOOT. Lam advised that the distinguished 
Senator from Delaware, [Mr. CLayron,] whose 
interest in this question we all understand, is 
detained from personal attendance on the Senate 
in consequence of indisposition. I think I am 
well advised personally of his desire to be heard 


further on the question, before a final disposition | 


shall be made of it. I would suggest, therefore, 
to the Senator from Virginia, that, instead of ask- 
ing that the question shall be disposed of by a 
reference now, it would be better to postpone it for 


a day or two, until the Senator from Delaware 


shall be eo 


Mr. MASON. I was not aware that the Sen- 


ator from Delaware desired to be heard further. | 


The Senator from Vermont, however, having 
other information, of course I shall not ask that 
the question be now taken. 

Mr. FOOT. I move that the further consider- 


ation of the subject be postponed until Monday | 


next, 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I must insist 
upon a reference of the question now. I think, 
from what I can learn, by communications which 
I have received, as well as from other indications 


in the public press, that the debate which has | 
taken place in the Senate of the United States on | 
this question, has not had a propitious effect | 
upon the controversy, which has been courted in | 
some measure—I am sorry to say it—by the re- | 2 
‘ || subject may be, the terms of the treaty are as 


— submitted by some of the Senators on this 
oor. 

I do not propose now to go into this subject, 
although I represent a portion of the Confederacy 
deeply interested in such a question as the one 
which has been so proudly suggested by some 


aman — —o— 


Senators, who have looked to war as one of the 
probable, or at least possible, events to grow out 
of this negotiation. As far as I have read the 
papers connected with this subject—and I have 
conferred with my friend from Virginia, [Mr. 
Mason,] who is very well informed on the sub- 
ject, and I have endeavored to acquire all the in- 
formation which I could upon it—I think there 
is not likely to be an issue of war between the 
United States and Great Britain in regard to this 
matter. If I were disposed, as some gentlemen 
seem to be disposed, to look to the sword, at this 
— of the world’s history, as the only arbiter 

etween these two nations, I should not talk 
with the flippancy with which some gentlemen 
have talked about war. In the language of the 
poet, | would say— 

** Woe! woe! to the coward, 
That ever he was born, 
Who seized not the sword 


Before he blew the horn.”? [Laughter.] 


Gentlemen are advertising Great Britain that 
they intend to make war, not only to maintain 
the Monroe doctrine, which has never been sanc- 
tioned or recognized, as far as I know, by any 
constitutional authority, but to bring within the 
purview and control of the Monroe doctrine all 
the colonial possessions of Great Britain; to deny 
her the right of colonizing what she claims; to 
whip her out of Canada; to take everything we 
can from her, and drive her from every place she 
occupies on the American continent. 

Sir, as I have said thus much, | cannot resume 
my seat without remarking that | concur fully in 
the American interpretation of the treaty. I have 
examined it fairly, I hope, and I have consulted 
neither the counsels of resentment, nor those of 
prejudice, in relation to Great Britain, nor in re- 
gard to those who have been connected with the 
treaty. 

A question was asked to-day by my honorable 
friend from Louisiana, [Mr. Bensamin,]} the im- 
port of which, I think, reaches further than is 
perceived, and it is a question of great import- 
ance in this connection. His question was, sub- 
stantially, what right has Great Britain to claim 
one foot of land in any part of Central America 


| or its dependencies, or any of the territory directly 


or indirectly embraced within the maps of Hon- 
duras, Guatemala, Costa Rica, San Salvador, 
Nicaragua, or even the Belize settlement? Lhave 
examined the matter, and as far as [ can perceive, 
she has no other title than the title of the sword. 
[ take it that those countries were discovered, set- 
tled, colonized, and brought under the subjection 
of national dominion, whilst Spain held the scepter 
over Central America and South America. In 
the transitory state of revolution, when these 
provinces assumed, or undertook to assume, a 
separate national existence, could Great Britain at 
such a time claim any possession there without 
vivlating national law? Is it not true that the 
title to these provinces was never in abeyance 
according to any strict national law? When the 
provinces of Spain on this continent assumed the 
right of self-government, were not all the title, the 
possession, the dominion,and the interest which 
Spain ever had subrogated to those provinces? 
Clearly so, according to international law. 

Sir, when Great Britain undertakes to interfere 


_by taking possession of the protectorate of an 


Indian tribe, it is—J must use a strong expres- 
sion—making use of a perfidious tenant, with a 
view to acquire an advantage over a position to 
which ey no rightful claim. When she un- 
dertook to invade the possessions of Spain, and 
to get a foothold in her territories through a pro- 
tectorate over the Mosquito tribe of Indians, it was 
using a tenant; she was forcing the King of Mos- 
quito to become her perfidious tenant to give her 


'a right to claim possession—a right which she 


had never legally and properly acquired. I am 
free to say that | do not even know whence she 
derived her right to possession at the Belize. 
Like my friend from Louisiana, I have examined 
it, and I cannot see that she has any rightful title 
even there. 

But, sir, embarrassing as these parts of the 


clear as can be; and but for the extraneous notes 


| which passed between Mr. Clayton and Sir Henry 


Bulwer in relation to it, there could be no difficulty 
at all. I am afraid, however, that those notes 


may be regarded as a clue to the casuistry to | 
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which Great Britain has resorted, and that she 
may well take refuge in the subterfuge of those 
eXtraneous notes, instead of relying on the plain, 
broad, and obvious import of the treaty itself. I 
am afraid that treaty was made with snares upon 
her hands, and that we are likely to experience, in 
some measure, the influence of her adroit, per- 
haps safe, mode of dealing with this subject, so 
far as regards herself. I agree with the honor- 
able Senator from Massachusetts, that if the treaty 
had never been made, there would have been no 
cause—not even the causes which have been sug- 
gested so proudly—there would not have been 
even a cloud of war. 

Sir, I will say furthermore, that sooner than go 
directly to war with Gregt Britain to maintain the 
obligations of this treaty—obligations which seem 
to have been construed first one way and then 
another, according as the interest of one nation 
may have suggested, or the interpretations or 
resentment of one negotiator may have influenced 
him—I would abrogate the whole treaty; I would 
say to John Bull, ‘we will let you run the race 
for the settlement of Central America: we will 
nut Brother Jonathan against you; and he will 
veat you.’’ [Laughter.| Sir, what is the use 
of talking about keeping out American popula- 
tion from Central America, and talking about 
being afraid of the Power which may control the 
Island of Roatan? You might as well talk of 
what has actually taken place. When the aceu- 
mulated waters beyond Harper’s Ferry were 
beating against the mountain, on broke through 
it; they made a current; they made a river; and 
the waters sought the sea. You might as well 
talk of stopping the current of the Potomac, as of 
keeping out American population from running 
into this portion of the world, to which we are 
neighbors, and in which we have so many inter- 
ests. Sir, when Great Britain undertakes to 
enter into such a contest, without this treaty, I 
should not fear the contest whether it were a race 
ora fight. In any contest of that kind you will 
find Yankee enterprise, western courage, and filli- 
bustering morality perfectly reconcilable to stand 
with John Bull’s code of morals, national or 
individual. pene.) 

But, sir, I have not, like others, proclamations 
of wartomake. I think that the war fever which 


| was got up by my friend, the Sempronian Sena- 


tor from Michigan, is going out; and when the 
next news comes from Europe, you will find that 
it will be so far reduced, that there will be scarcely 
any of it, and all the stirring up of senatorial 
eloquence cannot keep up the fire. 

Sir, whilst I am in this desultory tone of speak- 
ing I will say afew words more. So far as their 
past history and present position are concerned, 
there are no two nations on the earth who have 
under their control, as trustees, so sacred an office 
to perform as Great Britain and the United States, 
to maintain the civilizationof the world. Ithink 
the time will come when the sword will be looked 
upon as a vulgar arbiter; and that time when the 
great orb of civilization will shine with its full 
effulgence upon all the nations of the earth. Sir, 
when I heard the Senator from New York [Mr. 
Sewarp] and the Senator from Vermont, |Mr. 
Foor,] with their bugle notes of war—they spoke 
remarkably well, and I listened to them with 
pleasure—I thought of the beautiful lines of 
Gray: 

** Fond impious man, think’st thou yon sanguine cloud, - 
Raised by thy breath, has quenched the orb of day: 


To-morrow he repairs the golden flood, 
And warms the nations with redoubled ray.” 


Sir, when I rose I had no idea of saying as 
much as I have said. My object in rising was 
to concur with my friend from Virginia in saying 
that this debate ought to be suppressed; no, sir, 
not suppressed ; I recall that word, because I sup- 
pose it is anti-democratic. [Laughter. } 1 will 
say, however, that I would rather see a httle good 
sense in the small circle prevailing in the com- 
mittee-room than all the splendor of eloquence 
that has been shed upon the subject in the Senate. 
I prefer to have the subject investigated by the 
appropriate committee, 

Tan free, however, now to declare, that I be- 
lieve Great Britain has made encroachments; and 
I have read enough of history to know that straits 


_ and isthmuses have been the great places upon 


which nations have made war. Who has not read 
of the celebrity of the Straits of Thermopyle? 
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Perhaps they are remembered, not so much for 
any intrinsic importance as for the heroic action 
associated with them. We all know the history 
of the contests for the Bosporus and the Straits 
of Gibraltar. I am not prepared to say but that 
the Isthmus of Darien, connecting North and 
South America, is likely to be converted into a 
strait by ruilroads and canals, isthmus as it ts, 
and may possibly become the locus in quo where 
natious shall contend for the rreatest influence 
that has ever been exerted on earth. I would 
hope that, in the spirit which suggested the treaty 
under consideration, nations themselves should 
agree to make this a great highway for the com- 
merce and civilization of the earth, rather than 
that it should be made gby negotiators with snares 
upon their hands, to mvolve two great nations 
in war. I am not one of those who hesitate to 
declare that I should regard it as a great calamity 
to «ee this country, whose mission is peace and 
whose office is to advance the great cause of civ- 
ilization, engage in war with any country for the 
acquisition of territory. 

In my opinion, the aequisition of territory has 
been the source of our weakness and of danger 
to the stability of our republican institutions. 

Mr HALE. Iisa fact. 

Mr. BUTLER. I believe it. Gentlemen, with 
all their enlarged philanthropy and patriotism, 
may talk of bringing into the embrace of the 
Republic free-soil territory, Canada, the Rocky 
Mountains, and Mexico, into the bargain; but, 
sir, you will find that God alone can govern this 
earth. Itis not permitted for man to extend his 
jurisdiction beyond a very limited sphere, and | 
believe that no civilization will approach so high 
as that which is exerted with intensity and with- 
in a jurisdiction controllable by human wisdom. | 

For the reasons which I have stated, | sincerely | 
hope that this matter will be referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Foreign Relations. lwish the Senator 
from Michigan [Mr. Cass] were here. I did 
intend to take advantage of a fitting occasion to 
make some remarks on the Monroe doctrine, par- | 
ticularly as he shot some of his arrows at me, 
though he did not call my name. 

——— Mutato nomine, de te 

Fabula narratur. 
I knew what he aimed at, but, as he is not here, 
I shall make no remarks upon the question. 

Mr. FOOT. I move to postpone the further | 
consideration of this subiect untill Monday next. 
Ithink that is due to the absent Senator from 
Delaware, inasmuch as that absence is the conse- 
quence of indisposition, 

Mr. MASON. 
Vermont. 1am very reluctant to differ from my 
honorable friend from South Carolina, with whom 
I most generally concur, and when I do agree 
with him find myself always in the right; but [ 
think, considering the peculiar relations in which 
the Senator from Delaware stands to the subject, 
and the interest which he has taken in it, even 
more than courtesy requires that it should be 
postponed for his convenience. Ihope, therefore, | 
that the mouon of the Senator from Vermont will 


be agreed to. || 


The motion to postpone was agreed to. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. | 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, February 12, 1856. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by Rev. Josnua Morsexv. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Diexis, their Secretary, announcing 
that the Senate had passed an act entitled, ‘* An 
act to authorize the issuing of a register to the 
bark Monmouth,’’ in which he was directed to 
ask the concurrence of the House. 

‘The SPEAKER. The business first in order 


is the resolution relating to the election of a pub- 
lic printer. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I demand the regular order 
of business. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. OLIVER, of Missouri. Iask the gentle- || 
man from North Carolina to withhold his demand |! 


for a moment, to allow me to makea personal ex- | 
planation, 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Certainly. 





| some particu 





cover that, on the first ballot for Speaker, | am 
recorded as having voted for Mr. Wure.er, of 
New York. This was anerror which, of course, 
resulted from a mere inadvertence on the part 
of the Clerk. Instead of having voted for Mr. 
Wuee er on any ballot, | voted for Mr. Ricu- 
ARDSON on the first ballot, and then steadily on 
for that honorable gentleman to the last ballot re- 
corded for him. 


interest to justify this explanation. It might be 
rendered important at some future period, if un- 
explained by me at this time. 


This error, though not of great | 
importance intrinsically, still I deem of sufficient | 


|| the said Commodore Charles Stewart to his late 


‘he SPEAKER (at a subsequent time) said: | 


T am informed that the Journal of the House, of 
the day referred to by the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, shows that Mr. Oriver, of New York, 
voted for Mr. Wueecer for Speaker, and not Mr. 
Ouiver, of Missouri. The Journal is, therefore, 
correct, 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion by Mr. FLORENCE, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the files 
of the House, papers in reference to the passage of a law 


tor the protection of dramatic authors, for the purpose of | 


reference in the Senate. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to withdraw 
certain peper to which I referred yesterday. I 
move t 


from the files of the House. I also make the 





iat the parties in the ease of Thomas | 
Crown have leave to withdraw their papers | 


same motion in the ease of Joseph Radcliff. I} 


make the motion in this form, in order to obviate 
the objections made by my colleague [Mr. 


Jones] and the gentleman from New York, [Mr. | 


Haven. } 
the Court of Claims. 
court has entertained them, and no question of 
jurisdiction is involved. 


dispose of the cases, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will say to my 
colleague, that, in order to permit claimants to 
withdraw papers, the withdrawal should be for 

i bs purpose. For his information | 


| will state that there were, some years ago, cases 


where persons withdrew papers , and took from 


‘them such as prevented the passage of their 


claims, and then returned the balance, or supplied 
the places of those taken away by other and dif- 


| ferent papers. 


lconcur with the Senator from || 


Mr. WRIGHT. My object is to present them 
to the Court of Claims. 

Mr. HAVEN. The objection which I made 
yesterday does not apply to the case the gentle- 
man has presented this morning. 

No objection being made, leave was granted to 


withdraw the papers referred to by Mr. Wriaut. | 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I now insist upon the 
regular order of business. 
COMMODORE CHARLES STEWART. 
Mr. PENNINGTON. 


Stewart. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I will for that purpose. 
Mr. PENNINGTON. I send to the Clerk’s 
desk the resolutions which I referred to, and ask 


| that they be read. 


, Joint Resolutions in relation to Commodore Charles Stewart, 


The resolutions were then read, as follows: 


of the United States Navy. 


Whereas Commodore Charles Stewart, an eminent citizen | 


of this State, by the action of a board created under the act 
of Congress, passed February 28, 1855, entitled ** An act to 
promote the efficiency of the Navy,” has been deposed from 
his well-earned position of senior post-captain of the United 
States Navy, and placed upon the retired list authorized by 
said act; and whereas the said action of said board has 


| been approved by the President of the United States, but 


Commodore Stewart has appealed from the same to the 
representatives of the American people in Congress as- 
sembled ; and whereas, in the judgment of this Legislature, 
the said action of said board is grossly unjust to Commodore 
Stewart, and against the wishes and sense of justice of a 
large majority of bis fellow-citizens of this State: Therefore, 

1. Be it resolved by the Senate and General Assembly of 
the State of New Jersey, ‘That our Senators and Represent- 
atives in Congress be requested to obtain from Congress 
such legislation or action as may be necessary and proper 
to reverse the said action of the said board and the approval 
thereof by the President of the United States, and to restore 


I ask the gentleman | 
from North Carolina to withdraw his demand, in | 
order that | may present to the House joint res- | 
|| olutions of the Legislature of the State of New 
Jersey, in reference to Commodore Charles | 


3oth of those cases are already before | 
I am informed that the 


The object of the mo- | 
tion is simply that the court may have possession | 
of the papers in order to proceed regularly to | 


| 
| 


| Charles Sentelle... 
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Position of 
2. Ind be it resolved, That the Governor be requested to 
transmit a copy of this resolution to the President of the 
United States, to Commodore Charles Stewart, and to each 
of our Senators and Representatives in Congress, 


Mr. PENNINGTON. I move that they be 
laid on the table, and printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


_ Mr. BRANCH. My celleague, Mr. Crarcr 
is present, and [ ask that he may be sworn in. ” 
Mr. Craice came forward, and the Speaker 
administered to him the usual oath of office. 
VOTE FOR PUBLIC PRINTER. 

The House then proceeded to vote viva voce the 
seventh time for printer of the House, with the 
following result: Whole number of votes cast. 
164; necessary to a choice, 83; of which— 

Cornelius Wendell received....... Seok 

GUM PIO s cc ccdcccenscvecceee surest esibes oosee 


Robert ParnWam......ccccccsccccccvce cdcveccsces. @ 
Nathan Sergeant......... 


senior post-captain of the Navy. 


te eeeeeee 


John D. Defrees......... dice cdsieesceegervas teste 
George D. Prentice.........- coe cesseseeseesedscccel® 
PEs NID. o's'n S0cs coanss 0083 em 


Edward Morris.....csccccees 


SODN TT. TOW iis siecedls Heeev seemed’ 
So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Wendell — Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Bell, Hendley 
S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Bur. 
nett, John P. Campbell, Caruthers, Clingman, Williamson 
RK. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawitord, Davidson, Dowdell, Eq- 
mundson, Elliott, English, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Flor- 
ence, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kid- 


eeeeee 


| well, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander k. Marshall, 


Samuel 8. Marsbail, McMullin, Smith Miller, Milison, 
Mordecai Oliver, Paine, Quitman, Ready, Rieaud, Rivers, 
Ruffin, Rust, Savage, Seward, Shorter, William Smith, 
Stephens, Stewart, Taylor, Thurston, Trippe, Valk, Walk- 
er, Watkins, Winslow, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Follett — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 
Benson, Villinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bradshaw, Buffin- 
ton, James H. Campbell, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Co- 
vode, Cragin, Cumback, Dean, Diekson, Dodd, Flagier, 
Galloway, Giddings, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Har- 
lan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Kelsey, 
Knapp, Knowlton, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, 
Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Parker, Perry, 
Pike, Pringic, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Sherman, Simmons, Stanton, Tappan, Thorington, Wade, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Farnham — Messrs. Carlile, Cullen, Damre!l, 
Hoffman, Millward, Puryear, William R. Smith, Swope, 
and Tyson. 

For Mr. Sergeant—Messrs. Broom, Ezra Clark, Killian 
Miller, Robison, Todd, and Woodruff. 

For Mr. Defrees—Messrs. Brenton, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Dunn, Harrison, Humphrey Marshall, and Scott. 

4 Mr. Prentice—Messrs. Cox, Etheridge, and Under- 

wood. 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. McQueen, Powell, and Daniel 
B. Wright. 














For Mr. Morris—Mr. Bishop. 
For Mr. Sentelle—Mr. Andrew Oliver. 
For Mr. Towers—Mr. Haven. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. KNOX stated that he had paired off for 
an hour with Mr. Harris, of Illinois. 

Mr. CUMBACK stated that Mr. Pertir had 
paired off with Mr. Peck. 


The House then proceeded to vote viva voce 
the eighth time for printer, with the following 
result: Whole number of votes cast, 163; neces- 
sary to a choice, 82; of which— 


Cornelius Wendell received ........ c.00 cece ee vee Od 
en eee ae eee 
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So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Wendell—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Beil, 
Hendley 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Branch, Brooks, Bur- 
nett, John P. Campbell, Caruthers, Clingman, Williamson 
R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, Dowdell, Ed- 
mundson, Elliott, English, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Flor- 
ence, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kid- 
well, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marsiall, 
Samuel 8. Marshall, MeMullin, Smith Miller, Mordecai 
Oliver, Paine, Quitman, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, Ruffin, 
Savage, Shorter, William Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Tay- 
lor, Thurston, Trippe, Valk, Walker, Watkins, Winslow, 
John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Follett—Mesers. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Ben- 
son, Bingham, Bliss, Bradshaw, Buffinton, Burlingame, 
James H. Campbell, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cum- 

-baek, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, r, Galloway, Gid- 
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Granger, Grow, Robert R. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, 
R. Horton, Howard, Kelsey, Knapp, Knowlton, 
Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Morgan, Morrill, 
irray, Norton, Parker, Perry, Pike, Pringle, Kitchie, 
gabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Stanton, Tappan, 
Thorington, Wade, Wakeman, W albridge, Waldron, Et- 
jinu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, and 

’ worth. 
wae Mr. Farnham—Messrs. Carlile, Bayard Clark, Cul- 
ene William R. Smith, and Swope. 

For Mr. Defrees—Messrs. Brenton, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Dunn, Harrison, Haven, Humphrey Marshall, and Scott. 

For Mr. Sergeant—Messrs. Broom, Ezra Clark, Killian 
Miller, Robison, Todd, and Tyson. 


dings, 
Thomas 
Leiter, 

Mott, Mt 


_ Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, Hoffman, Millward, | 


i 


| 
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Cragin, Craige, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, Davidson, I] 


Henry Winter Davis, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Ether- 
idge, Eustis, Flagler, Foster, Giddings, Granger, Grow, 
Harlan, Holloway, ‘Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Kelsey, | 
Kennett, King, Knapp, Knowlton, Leiter, Mace, Alexander 
K. Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, MeMullin, Meacham, 
Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Parker, 


| Perry, Pike, Pringle, Ricaud, Ritchie, Roberts, Sabin, Sage, 


Sapp, Scott, Sherman, William R. Smith, Stanton, Swope, 
Tappan, Thorington, Underwood, Valk, Wade, Walbridge, 
Elhhu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Wood- 


|| ruff, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—78. 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. McQueen, Millson, Powell, 


seward, and Daniel B. Wright. 
"For Mr. Morris—Messrs. Bishop, Clawson, and Robbins. 

For Mr. Prentice—Messrs. Underwood, Cox, and Ether- 
dge. ; 
"For Mr. Sentelle—Mr. Andrew Oliver. 

The House then proceeded to vote viva voce a 
ninth time for printer, with the following result: 
Whole number of votes cast, 162; necessary toa 
choice, 82; of which— 

Cornelius Wendell received....cceecssecseeeseees 62 

Oran Follett onenee cesceacceseasess Of 

Jouin D. DeTrOB.. ccc vascccceccscceccccccccscccs AM 

Robert Farmham.... ccccccccccccccccccccccccccece Il 

Nathan Sergeant......-. ewes 

A. D. Banks ...ee+. eee cecces 

Geokee MAP ioe ccc wcvccscccecsdvesos cevesececes 

Bdevard BAGO ccccesicccccccevevecsece 

George D. Prentice ....ceccccceses 

John B. Norman..........00. 

Charles Sentelle .....eeeeeee. 


So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Wendell—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Bell, Hendley 
S, Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Burnett, John 
p. Campbell, Caruthers, Clingman, Williamson R. W. 
Cobb, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, Dowdell, Edmundson, 
Ejliott, Eustis. Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Thomas 
J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, J. Morri- 
con Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, 


eee eee eee eee) 


| MeQueen, Millson, Millward, Norton, 


NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barbour, Barksdale, Bell, 
Hendley S. Bennett, Bishop, Bliss, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Brenton, Brooks, Broom, Burnett, John P. Camp- 
bell, Carlile,Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craw- 
ford, Dean, Dowdell, Edmundson, Edwards, Elliott, Eng- 
lish, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, 
Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, George W. Jones, 
Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, 
Andrew Oliver, 
Mordecai Oliver, Paine, Pennington, Porter, Powell, Pus 


year, Ready, Robbins, Ruffin, Savage, Shorter, William || 


Smith, Stewart, Taylor, Thurston, Todd, Trippe, Waldron, 


Walker, Watkins, Winslow, and John V. Wright—73. | 


So the motion was agreed to; and thereupon 
(at twenty-five minutes before three o’clock) the 
House adjourned until to-morrow at twelve 
o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, February 13, 1856. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
communicating, in obedience to law, an abstract 


| of offers and alist of contracts for articles furnished 


George W. Jones, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alex- || 


ander K. Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, MeMullin, Morde- | 


cai Oliver, Paine, Quitman, Ready, Rieaud, Rivers, Ruffin, 


Rust, Savage, Shorter, William Smith, Stevens, Stewart, | 


Taylor, Thurston, Trippe, Valk, Walker, Watkins, Jobn V. 
Wright, and Zollicofier. 

For Mr. Follett—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Benson, Bil- 
linghurst, Bingham, Buffinton, Burlingame, James 
Campbell, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Dean, Dick, Dickson, 
Dodd, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Granger, Robert B. 


Hall, Harlan, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Kelsey, Knapp, | 


Knowlton, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, Morgan, Morrill, 
Mott, Murray, Norton, Parker, Perry, Pike, Pringle, Ritchie, 
Sabin, Sage, Sapp, snerman, Stanton, Tappan, Wade, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Ellihu B. Washburne, Is- 
rael Washburn, Watson, Welch, and Woodworth. 


For Mr. Defrees—Messrs. Barbour, Brenton, Lewis D. | 


Campbell, Colfax, Cumback, Dunn, Harrison, Haven, Hol- 
loway, Humphrey Marshall, Seott, and Thorington. 

For Mr. Farnham—Messrs. Carlile, Bayard Clark, Cul- 
len, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, Hoffman, Millward, 
Puryear, Reade, William R. Smith, and Swope. 

For Mr. Sergeant—Messrs. Bradshaw,Broom, Ezra Clark, 
Killian Miller, Robison, and Todd. 

For Mr. Banks—Messrs. McQueen, Millson, Powell, 
Winslow, and Daniel B. Wright. 

For Mr. Knapp—Messrs. Kennett, Lindley, and Porter. 

For Mr. Morris—Messrs. Clawson, Pennington, and Rob- 


bins. 
For Mr. Prentice—Messrs. Cox, Etheridge, and Under- 
wood. 
For Mr. Norman—Messrs. English and Smith Miller. 
For Mr. Sentelle—Mr. Andrew Oliver. 


_ Mr. CARUTHERS. I desire to place in nom- 
ination, for the office of public printer of the House, 
George Knapp. I will merely say that he is of 
the Missourt Republican. 
is in order, or I should have something to say in 
respect to the nomination. 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. 
POSTPONEMENT OF ELECTION OF PRINTER. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. 
olution directly in connection with the business 
before the House, which I presume is in order. 
I ask that it be read; after which, I move the 
previous question, and ask for the yeasand nays 
upon its adoption. It is to postpone the election 
of printer until the first Sealey in December 
next, 

Mr. MACE, 
oniontne 

Mr. LETCHER. 
upon the motion. 

The ree and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MACE. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I renew it. 

Mr. LETCHER. I demand the yeasand nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
afiirmative—yeas 78, nays 73; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Benson, Billingburst, 


Bingham, Bradshaw, Buffinton, Burlingame, James H. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Bayard Clark, Colfax, 


I move that the House do now 


I demand the yeasand nays 


I suppose no debate | 


I have a res- | 


for the Bureau of Docks and Yards, for the year 
ending June 30, 1856, and for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1855, not embraced in his last report; 
which, on motion by Mr. Apams, was ordered to 
lie on the table and be printed. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. ADAMS presented the petition of William 
L. Griggs, a messenger connected with the marine 
corps, praying to be allowed the same extra com- 
pensation as has been allowed to other messengers 
of a similar grade in the employ of the Govern- 
ment; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. BIGLER presented the petition of Charles 
S. Merchant, major of the third regiment of the 
United States artillery, praying for pecuniary 
relief for losses sustained in December, 1853, by 
the destruction of provisions and stores on the 
steamship San Francisco; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. FOSTER. I offer the petition of William 
W. Belden, of the State of Connecticut. He sets 
forth that he is the son and heir-at-law of Eben- 
ezer Belden, late of Batavia, in the State of New 
York; that his father was appointed assistant sut- 
ler in the garrison at Fort Niagara during the last 


| war with Great Britain, in the year 1813; that 


while serving in that capacity he made purchases 


| of military stores and other property for the use 
_of the garrison, expending a large amount— | 
| $9,000—out of his own private funds; that in the 
|| winter of that year, December, 1813, Fort Ni- 


agara was taken by the British, and this property 
destroyed. His father subsequently presented a 


petition to Congress, praying for indemnity for || 
this loss, but prior to any final action he died, || 


He, his son, now presents a petition, asking for 
relief. Imove that it be referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FISH presented the petition of inspectors 
of the revenue at the port of New York, in contin- 
uation of their application made in the year 1853, 
for an increase of pay; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MALLORY presented the memorial of 
James D. Johnston, a lieutenant in the Navy, | 
praying that authority may be given to the ofli- 
cers of the Treasury to settle his accounts as | 
naval storekeeeper at Valparaiso, Chili, accord- 
ing to equity and justice; which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented the petition of 
John Vreeland, praying to be ellowed's pension 
on account of the services of his father during 
the Revolution; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 
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Mr. SUMNER presented sescbations of the 


Legislature of Massachusetts, in favor of the un- 


|| conditional repeal of the fugitive slave act of 1850, 
| as unconstttutidnal; which were read, ordered to 


lie on the table, and be printed. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts in favor of the adoption of measures by 
the Executive for securing to the people of Kan- 
sas their just constitutional rights; which were 
read, ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts in favor of the passage of an act granting 
indemnity for French spoliations prior to the year 
1800; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts in favor of abolishing the duties on for- 
eign coal; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

NAVAL RETIRING BOARD. 

Mr. HALE. I have received, and been re- 
quested to present to the Senate, a petition from 
— a number of merchants and ship-owners, 
doing business at the harbor of Erie, in the State 
| of Pennsylvania, in which they represent that the 
| United States steamer Michigan, while under the 
command of Commander Nicholas, who has lately 
been disgraced by the action of the naval board, 
has rendered more service to the commerce of the 
lakes than she ever did under any previous com- 
mander,and pray Congress to take such measures 
| as may restore him. I may mention, in present- 

ing this petition, that the immediate sundeaeein 
of Commander Nicholas, who was in contrast with 
Commander Nicholas, was one of the naval board 
by whose action he was displaced. I move that 
the petition be referred to the Committee on Naval 
| Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HALE. I presented, the other day, the 
petition of George A. Stevens, late a master in 
the Navy, who was dropped in consequence of 
the action of the late board, which was laid on 
the table. I now ask that it may be taken up, 
and referred to the same committee, 

The petition was so referred. 

Mr. BIGLER. I present the memorial of 
Alexander Murray, a lieutenant in the Navy, 
remonstrating against the action of the late naval 
board, in striking his name from the active service 
| list, and praying to be -reinstated in his former 
| position. ‘The memorialist sects forth that he 
| entered the Navy as a midshipman in 1835; that 
he was promoted to a lieutenancy in 1847; that 
he has been in active service for ten years; that 
he has performed many important and difficult 
duties to the entire satisfaction of his superiors; 
that he knows no reason for the disgrace cast 
upon him by the action of the board; and he begs, 
asa matter of justice, that he may have the oppor- 
tunity of answering his accusers. 

The memorial is accompanied by official com- 
munications testifying to the skil!, integrity, and 
ability of this officer in discharging the duties 
| specifically set forth. I move that the memorial 

and accompanying papers be referred to the 
| Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FISH. I have been requested to present 
the oe of John D. Sloat, a post captain in 
the Navy of the United States, setting forth some 
fifty-six years of valuable and efficient service 
in the Navy, and complaining that now he is 
| retired, and asking relief from the action of the 
| naval board. I move that the petition be referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MASON presented the memorial of John 
S. Taylor, a ‘lieutenant in the Navy, who haa 
been placed on the reserved list, praying to be 
restored to his former position in the service; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion by Mr. TOUCEY, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of the children and heirs-at- 
law of David Tomlinson, an officer in the army of the Rev- 
olution, praying to be allowed the commutation pay to 


which he was entitled, be withdrawn from the files of the 


Senate, and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 


‘| On motion by Mr. TOUCEY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Reuben Lord and others, 
owners of the fishing-schooner Brothers, praying to he 
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allowed fishing bounty, be withdrawn from the files of the 
Senate, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Opn motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 

Ordered, ‘That the documents relating tg the claim of the 
representatives of Nathaniel Pryor, for indemnity for dep 
redations committed by the Winnebago Indians, be with 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. TOOMBS, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of the executors 
of Joon Schiy, praying for the extension of a patent granted 
to him, be taken from the files, and referred to the Com 
mittee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 

Mr. WELLER. Yesterday, on my motion, 
the usual extra number of copies of the Patent 
Office Report was ordered to be printed for the use 
of the Senate. I now move to reconsider the 
vote by which that order was made. My object 
in making the motion to reconsider is, to refer the 
subject to the Committee on Printing, in order 
that we may have the benefit of their advice 
before we proceed to order an extra number of 
copies of this work. 

‘The motion to reconsider was agreed to; and 
the question of printing extra numbers was 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. BROWN. Some time ago we received a 
message from the President of the United States, 
communicating the proceedings of the court-mar- 
tial which tried Colonel Montgomery. Atthe time 
the message was presented | made a motion for 
its printing. I hope that motion will now be 
considered and agreed to. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. JOHNSON subsequently said: On the 
motion of the Senator from Mississippi, an order 
was made this morning for printing the papers 
in the case of Colonel Mentgomery. I move to 
reconsider that vote; but I do not desire to have 
section onitnow. After investigation, I will with- 
draw the motion, if I think the printing ought to 
be ordered at once, but otherwise I shall insist 
upon it. 

‘The PRESIDENT. The motion to reconsider 
will be entered. 

REMITTANCES TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

Mr. SUMNER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, ‘hat the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be directed to consider the expediency of pro 
viding for the convenieace and security of remittances 
abroad in small sums, by authorizing orders or draits trom 
our Post Office on toreign post offices with which it is in 
correspondence, constituting a system of luternational post 
otlice orders. 


ABOLITION OF HOSPITAL MONEY. 


Mr. SUMNER submitted the following resolu- | 


tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to consider the expediency ot abolishing, by law, the exac- 


tion of twenty cents trom the moutily wages of seamen in || 
the merchant service of the United States, and of boatinen | 


on the Western waters, consututing what is called hospital 
money, so that, When sick or disabled, they may enjoy their 
present privileges at the marine hospitals without the 
present Wax. 


STATUTES AT LARGE. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I offer a resolution which 


I ask the Senate to take into immediate consider- | 


ation. Itis in relation to the additional volume 
of the laws which has been published, and which 
we all need for the performance of our duties. 

Resolved, That each member of the Senate be furnished 
with a copy of the tenth volume of Little & Brown’s edition 
of the Statutes at Large ; and that the preceding volumes 
be furnished to those members who have not already re- 
ceived them. 

The resolution was considered, by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 

7 * ’ ~ al 
PRESIDENT S MESSAGE. 
On motion by Mr. BROWN, it was 


Ordered, 'Vhat so much of the President’s annual message 
as relates to the District of Columbia be reterred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

A message in writing, of an executive charac- 
ter, was received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Wessrer, his Private Secretary. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the petition 
of R. A. Wainwright, praying to be relieved from 
the payment of certain public moneys stolen from 
him in the city of Boston, submitted an adverse 
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He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Denison E. Seymour, 
praying for remuneration for losses sustained by 
him in cons« quence of enlisting in the engineer 
corps through misrepresentation, submitted an 


| adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be 
| printed. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Benjamin H. Movers, 
praying for a pension, asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration, and that it be.re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions; which was 
agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a bill to authorize and direct the 
settlement of the account of the Bank of the State 


of Missouri, for money advanced for the subsist- || 


ence and transportation of volunteers, reported it 
back without amendment. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred a joint resolution authorizing and | 


directing the Secretary of War to furnish in cer- 
tain cases verified copies of original papers filed 


| before the board for the examination of claims 


contracted in California under Lieutenant Colonel 
Frémont, reported it back without amendment, 


and recommended its passage. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. DODGE gave notice of his intention to 


| ask leave to introduce separate bills for appro- 


priations for harbors already commenced on the 
western shores of Lake Michigan, State of Wis- 


| consin, to wit: Manatowoc, Sheboygan, Racine, 


D> 


Milwaukie, and Kenosha. 

Mr. BROWN gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to establish a library 
for young men in the District of Columbia. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. WELLER, by unanimous consent, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the im- 
provement of the harbor of San Diego, California; 
which was read a first and second time, and placed 
on the Calendar. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK, in pursuance of pre- 


| vious notice, asked and obtained leave to intro- 
| duce a bill to provide for the examination and 





payment of certain claims of citizens of Georgia 
and Alabama, on account of losses sustained by 
the depredations of the Creek Indians; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 


| tee on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. TRUMBULL, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill for the construction of a suitable building for 
the accommodation of the circuit and district 
courts of the United States, and the several offices 
connected therewith, and the post office, at Spring- 
field, Illinois; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. YULEE, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
establish a port of entry at Fernandina, in the 
State of Florida; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

REGENTS OF SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

Mr. MASON, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a joint res- 
olution (S. No. 3) for the appointment of Regents 
to fill the vacancies in the Board of Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution; which was read the first 
time, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, the Board of 
Regents have been unable to obtain a quorum, in 
consequence of the delay in organizing the House, 
and, in order to fill the existing vacancies, it is 
desirable that the resolution should be acted on 
atonce. Itis one to which I presume there is no 
objection; I therefore ask for its consideration 
now. 

There being no objection, the joint resolution 
was read the second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 
vacancies in the Board of Regents of the Smith- 
sonian Institution, of the class other than mem- 
bers of Congress, occasioned by the resignation 
of Rufus Choate and the death of John McPherson 
serrien, be filled by the appointment of George 
E. Badger, of North Carolina, and Cornelius € 
Felton, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. Badger is known to every 
Senator present; and of Mr. Felton I would only 
say, that he is professor of Greek at the Harvard 


It provides that the || 





February 13, 
literary as well as other attainments, and pos- 
sesses, perhaps, a better knowledge of literary 


institutions, at home and abroad, than most 


| others. 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. It was read the third time 
and passed. : 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE NAVAL BOARD. 
Mr. HALE, 


I laid a resolution on the table 


yesterday, which was objected to on account of 


the absence of the chairman of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. He is in his _— now. I wish 
it to be taken up and passed, as it is simply a 
resolution of inquiry. : 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resoly- 
tion, which is as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be jn- 
structed to inquire and report whether the provisions of an 
** Act to promote the efficiency of the Navy,” approved 28th 
February 1855, are in accordance with the provisions of 
the Constitution of the United States; and whether the 


| proceedings under said act, by which large numbers of 


otiicers of the Navy have been involuntarily placed on the 
reserved list and on furlough, and others dismissed from the 
service, are agreeable to, and warranted by, the provisions 
of said Constitution. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I move to amend by 
striking out the last words, ‘* agreeable to, and 


| warranted by, the provisions of said Constitu- 


_ tion,” 


* and inserting ‘‘agreeably to said act.” 


The first part of the resolution directs the com- 


| mittee to inquire whether the act itself is consti- 


tutional. I wish, as a question of law, that the 
committce will at least give us their opinion 
whether the execution of the law has been accord- 
ing to the provisions of the law itself—whether 


| they have been legal. 


Mr. HALE. 1 will adopt that amendment as 
an addition, so that the resolution shall read, 


| **agreeably to the provisions of the Constitution 


and the law.”’ 
Mr. COLLAMER. 
that. : 
The PRESIDENT. That amendment will be 
made by unanimous consent. The question is, 


I have no objection to 


on agreeing to the resolution as amended. 


| against-its a 


Mr. MALLORY. 1 do not wish to enter into 
any debate me this resolution. I shall vote 
option. The memorials on this 


| subject, or many of them, state that the act is 


unconstitutional, and the proceedings under it bar- 
barous and unconstitutional. ‘Those memorials 
have been referred to one of your standing com- 


| mittees, who have the subject under considera- 
| tion. The proceedings before the board can only 


be known when that report comes in. That 
committee is now engaged in examining and 
developing those proceedings, with a view of 


| informing the Senate upon them. This resolution 


| ascertaining. 


contemplates the assignment of another standing 
committee to do precisely the same work; and 
that committee’s first operation will be to know 
what these proceedings are which the Committee 
on Naval Affairs is now engaged in ascertaining. 
I have no doubt the Committee on the Judiciary 
would give this resolution and this law a fair ex- 
amination; but l am aware of the fact that four 
of the members of that committee, composed of 
six Senators, have already expressed their opinion 
on the subject on the floor of the Senate—not on 
the constitutionality of the law, but on the results 
and proceedings under it. I have only to say that 
those proceedings are not yet known. If their 


_ constitutionality is to be inquired into, I submit 


to the Senate that we had better wait for informa- 
tion as to what those proceedings were. That 
is what the Committee on Naval Affairs is now 
I am not disposed to protract de- 


_ bate, or make any opposition to the resolution 
| further than my own vote. 


Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I am inclined 
to think that the Senator from New Hampshire 
would attain his object more effectually by re- 


| serving his resolution, and letting it lie on the 


| committee by way of appeal, be it so. 


table until we have the report of the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, and then moving it as an amend- 
ment; or if he chooses to refer it to another 
But it 


would be an — embarrassing matter for 


|| the Committee on the 


C e Judiciary to take, by this 
reference, a jurisdiction over a subject which we 


| know another committee has under its control. I 


would not like to do it; and I give notice that { 


report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. || University; that he is a gentleman of eminent | think it very probable that we should not report 
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on it, if referred to us, until we had heard from 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HALE. Ihave no wish todoanything that 
;sdiscourteous to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
The Senator from Florida, however, will remem- 
ber that he avowed, as I understood him, at the 
earliest discussion of this subject in the Sen- 
ate, that as he understood the opinion of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, it was to sustain the 
doings of the board. I think I could not be mis- 
taken about that. I have been requested, << 
cially by many of these memoralists, to have t us 
question referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. When l presented a memorial at the com- 
mencement of the session, and moved to refer it 
to that committee, it was suggested that the better 
way would be to leave the memorials all goto the 
Naval Committee, and let the question of consti- 
tutionality be raised by resolution. I have no 
desire to press 1t now. 


Mr. BUTLER. It would be better not to do 


very 


0. 
} Mr. HALE. I have not the slightest desire to 

ress it now. If the resolution be passed, we 
ean confide to the discretion of the Committee on 
the Judiciary not to take up the subject until they 

et all the facts. ; 

Mr. BUTLER. 
while. 

Mr. HALE. I will let it lie. 

The resolution was postponed until to-morrow. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolution submitted by Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, 
on the 19th of December last, which had been 
amended, on his motion, to read as follows: 


It had better lie over for a 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to | 


communicate to the Senate a copy of the report made to 
his Department by the board of naval officers convened at 
Washington, in pursuance of an act approved February 28, 
1255, entitled ** An act to promote the efficiency of the 
Navy,” and of the record, journal, or other papers accom- 
panying said report; or, in the absence of such papers, that 
he further inform the Senate whether the causes for which 
officers of the Navy were recommended by that board to 
be dismissed or retired accompanied that report, or were 
otherwise made known in writing to the Department; and, 
if so, that he communicate to the Senate a copy of the 
same. * 
Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr. President, I had near! 
Mr. BENJAMIN y 
closed the observations that I had to make on this 
subject the other day, when I was interrupted by 
my friend from South Carolina, [Mr. Butter.} [ 
do not, however, regret the ee for we 
yesterday received the annual distribution of the 
Navy Register, and I have taken advantage of 
that for the purpose of examining somewhat more 


opportunity of doing. 

The remarks which I had the honor to submit 
to the Senate the other day were confined chiefly 
to the purpose of meeting what I conceived to be 
avery erroneous construction of the statute passed 
at the last session of Congress. I, of course, do 
not intend to go over that ground again, but sim- 
ply to recall to the attention of Senators one or two 
of the propositions to which I endeavored, at that 
time, to win their support. I stated, sir, that, in 
my judgment, the proper construction of this law 
was not given to it by those who considered the 
action of the board had the effect either of degrad- 
ing officers who had been placed on the retired 
list, or of bringing officers for trial before some 
tribunal which gentlemen seemed to suppose had 
been created by the law; butthat, on the contrary, 
the true theory of the law was this: our object 
was to provide a retiring pension for officers in 
the public service, who, from age or infirmity, 
had become incompetent to perform their duties; 
and this law was necessary, because, prior to its 
passage, the President of the United States had 
declined to exercise his executive prerogative of 
retiring officers from the active service, because 
he had no other means of so doing than by re- 
moving them entirely from the Navy, without 
Support and without reward for their past ser- 
vices to the country. 

_ TL endeavored also to satisfy Senators that what 
1s called a tribunal or special court, before which 
itis supposed we authorized charges to be brought, 
had not been properly so represented ; but that, on 
the contrary, we had provided for the President 
of the United States what I termed a species of 
Special cabinet, pro hac.vice, an advisory board, 
with whom he might consult, whose opinions 

€ might take with the view of carrying out the 
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enactments of Congress, so as to do the least 
injury to the officers in the service, and, at the 
same time, do what the public exigencies imper- 
atively required; and that, in providing this special 
advisory boaid, or special cabinet, we had selected 
officers who are what the law knows by the name 
of * experts,”’ that is, Men possess¢ d of special 
professional information, such as would be found 
in the ranks of no other profession, and whom, 
therefore, it was eminently proper that Congress 
should select as an advisory board for this special 
occasion. 

I did intend to say a word or two more, and 
perhaps this is not the worst time to say it, in 
relation to some charges which have been made, 
both as to the construction of this law, and as to 
the manner in which it has been carried into effect 
by the officers charged with its execution. My 
friend from Tennessee, [ Mr. Jones,] in the appeal 
which he made the other day to our sympathies, 


| charged upon the board precipitate action—action 


|| which, upon its very face, shows that it could 


not have been acconipanied by that due delibera- 
tion which should mark the conduct of- men 
charged with so delicate and responsible a duty. 
He arrives at the result in this manner: he says 
the Navy list is composed of seven or eight hun- 
dred names, and then that the board was in ses- 
sion a certain number of days and hours, and he 
calculates that, by dividing the time by the num- 
ber of officers on whose cases the board acted, he 
produces a quotient, which he thinks represents 


the exact quantity of time applied to each case. 


Now, Mr. President, I would submit to Sena- 
tors—I would submit to the gentleman himself, 
whether it is at all likely that the mode of action 
which he suggests to have been that of the board 
could have been adopted by any intelligent set of 
officers >—whether it is not much more natural to 
suppose, and whether, in point of fact, itis not 
perfectly certain, that a very large majority of the 
officers whose names are found on the Navy Re- 


| gister were acted upon at once by unanimous con- 


sent, as being the names of officers against whom 
no impeachment in relation to their activity and 
efficiency could be alleged, and who were there- 
fore at once segregated from the list of those upon 
whom the board was to act? It appears to me 
that a board constituted in the manner in which 
this was constituted by us, would very naturally, 
as its first step, take up the Navy Register; that 


| the — officer or secretary would run over 


| the 
|| ent officers comprising the board would be asked, 
minutely into the action of the board, and the op- 
eration of this law, than I had previously any | 


istof names, one by one, and that the differ- 


as each name was called, to suggest whether, in 
the opinion of any officer present, any action 
was required in reference to the — person 
whose name was so called; and if, amongst the 
fifteen membersof the Navy then present, and 
acting upon this list, no individual could be found 
who could suggest any cause of complaint against 
any particular name, that name woabhes once be set 
aside as not requiring the action of the board, and 


| that action would be concentrated only on those 
| officers in relation to whom some impeachment 


of their efficiency or activity might be suggested 
by some member of the board. If we suppose, 
what is natural, that such a course as that, or 


something similar to that, was adopted, it becomes 
| very obvious that the number of cases on which 


the board was to act was at once reduced toa 
much smaller number than the gentleman sup- 
poses to have been acted on by the board; and 


| that, instead of seven or eight hundred officers, at 
| the very first meeting of the board but two or 


three hundred cases would remain for action. 
Again, sir, we all know that it is utterly impossi- 

ble that, in a body like the Navy, where the entire 

system of promotion for half a century has been 


from seniority alone—where many aged men are 


still retained in the service, even after the action 
of this board—there should not have been a large 
number of officers known to every member of the 
board, who, from physical infirmity, from the 
visitation of Providence, from accident, were 
entirely inefficient and incompetent to perform 


| service; men bed-ridden, men who had lost the 
| use of their limbs, men who had not been able to 


leave their sick chambers for the last quarter of 
a century, men who, perhaps, were confined in 
lunatic asylums, and had been so confined for 
years. Sir, was it necessary to take such cases 
as these, known to every individual member of 
the board, and go through the farce of what gen- | 
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tlemen are pleased to call a regular and close 
examination of their efficiency and activity? Isi 
not obvious that the list, then, of those names 
which would be submitted to the action of the 
board, would at once be cut off one half or two 
thirds by cases of this character, and that, in point 
of fact, what may be termed the real deliberations 
of the board, their action on cases admitting of 
doubt or difficulty could by no possibility have 
extended beyond a very limited number—fifty, 
seventy-five, or one hundred cases—which might 
be subjects of doubt, and which might require 
careful deliberation and investigation? If my 
friend from Tennessee will adopt this basis of 
calculation, he will perhaps find that in each of 
these cases (the object of the inquiry being simply 
whether the officer was active and efficient) the 
time devoted to their examination was amply ad- 
equate for that deliberation, which, I admit, the 
delicate functions imposed on these officers re- 
quired them to exercise. 

Another suggestion is made, having some force, 
and yet not near somuch as gentlemen insinuate, 
and to which more weight is attached by my able 
friend from Delaware | Mr. Bayarp] than I think 
he will be inclined to attribute to itafter a thorough 
examination. Itis, that all the officers on the board 
acted with a direct interest in striking names from 
the list; that they were all actuated by motives 
which made it impossible, in view of the weak- 
ness of human nature, that they should exercise 
their judgment with that impartiality and that 
discrimination which could alone recommend 
their decision to our support. It is true that, to 
a certain extent, but to a very limited extent, 
this feeling of interest might have operated; and 
in order to show how much it has been exagger- 
ated, I desire to call the attention of the Senate 
to the care taken by Congress to eliminate from 
the board every influence of this character which 
could by possibility be taken, with a view to 
leave their judgment as unbiased as in the nature 
of things it was possible to leave it, while at the 
same time we secured the benefit of the experi- 
ence of public officers in a branch of service in 
which public duties are performed far away from 
the public eye. In the first place, sir, it was pro- 
vided that no officers upon the board should ex- 
amine into or report upon the efficiency of officers 
of a grade above them. Next, it was provided 
that the deliberations of the board should be con- 
ducted according to rules and regulations to be 
laid down by the Secretary of the Navy. We 
have before us those rules and those regulations; 
and it is my purpose, in a very cursory manner, 
to refer to them, and to take this list of oflicers 
who have been acted on by the board, and com- 
pare the action of the board with the regulations 
of the Secretary, for the purpose of analyzing the 
precise - of interest which could by pos- 
sibility have actuated the minds of officers who 
were called upon, against their wishes, to per- 


| form this onerous public duty. 


Mr. TOOMBS. Does the Senator know that 
such was the case as to all of them? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Many of them. I have 
been informed, nearly all of them were very anx- 
ious to be excused from the service. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Dces the Senator limit the 
generality of his remark ? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. iam perfectly willing to 
limit the generality of the remark. I presume 
they were actuated by the same feelings as we, 
ourselves should be under similar circumstances. 
I pfesume none of us would be willing to go on 
such a board, or would do so, without being re- 
quired by the regulations of the service. 

Mr. President, this board was constituted of 
fifteen officers: five captains, five commanders, 
and five lieutenants. The board was ordered to 
meet, and the first regulation directed them to 
make ‘* a careful examination, in pursuance of the 
law, as to passed midshipmen, masters, and lieu- 
tenants,’’ and to make a report upon them, and 
then, that the lieutenants should retire from the 
board, and that the remainder of the board—com- 
posed of five captains, and five commanders— 
should take up the list of commanders and make 
their report on them; and, then, that the com- 
manders should retire from the board, and leave 
the captains alone to decide as to the members of 
the service of equal grade with themselves 

Now, I find that, of masters and passed mid- 
shipmen, this board acted on thirty-nine cases. 
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Here, at all events, is neatly one fifth of the action || 


of the board entirely free from the slightest sus- 
picion of interest or bias in the minds of the 
officers. But again, I find that the action of the 
beard comprehended, also, eighty-three licuten- 
ants. You will observe, sir, that, although there 
were five lieutenants on the board, the action of 
those five lieutenants was controlled by ten supe- 
rior officers. They composed but one third of 
the board; and no officer could be affected by the 
vote of his fellow officer, of the same grade, with- | 
outthe concurrence of superior officers, who could, 
by no possibility, be affected by the decision to be 
rendered. You will observe, further, that the | 
board, acting on the cases of lieutenants, could, 
by no possibility, know how many commanders 
or how many captains would be operated upon 
by the board that was to follow them; nor what 
would be the effect on the members voting on the 
eases of those special lieutenants, of the action 
afterwards to be had by the remainder of the 
beard in its deliberations upon the commanders 
and captains. So with the grade of commander, | 
and so with the grade of captain. 
Therefore, I say that, although, to a certain 
extent, it may be true that a bias existed in par- | 
ticular instanees in the minds of particular offi- 
cers, yet, as a general proposition, this element 
in the decision of the board has been greatly | 
exaggerated; that it did not exist in the inferior 
grades; that it did not exist at all as regards one 
fifth of the action of the board; and, as regards 
nearly one half the action of the board—that in 
relation to lieutenants—it only existed to a very 
limited extent by reason of these two considera- | 
tions: first, that the action of the lieutenants was 
controlled by their superior officers—double in 
number to the lieutenants on the board; and, 
next, that they could not yet tell what effect their 
own action would have on themselves, because | 
the board had not acted on those superior grades 
in relation to which their own advancement or 


yromotion must necessarily depend. 
! t ssarily depend 


1estion of interest. Then | 


So much for the ) 
ook at this report, take the 


arain we are told, * 


upper and the lower half of the Navy, and four || 


fifths of the action of the board has been confined 
to the upper half, and only one fifth to the lower | 
half;’’ and we are asked if it is possible that a | 
result like this could be attained, if anything like 
fairness or impartiality presided over the deliber- 
ations of this advisory board?) Why, Mr. Pres- 
ident, gentlemen who put this question surely do 
not reflect on what they ask. Were we called | 
upon to actin relation to the pruning of the Navy, 
to pruning decayed branches from the tree, and 
did we soact with the expectation that young and 
vigorous roots would be cut off, and old and de- 
cayed limbs left on the tree? 
the very hypothesis that the state of facts repre- | 
sented to us, for years and years, prior to the 
passage of this act, still continued to exist, and 
that the accumulations of half a century had left 
in the Navy, in its higher grades, officers who, 
however meritorious, and however deserving of 
the respect and gratitude of their country for 
prior services, had become incompetent to perform 
the duties which their profession required of them 
at the present day? Did any man expect, when 
this law was passed, that it would be the young | 
officers who would be disrated—that the younger | 
officers of the Navy would be retired, and placed 
on the leave of absence list? Or was it not our 
intention, and was it not the direet purport of the 
law declared on its face, that a pension list shdlld | 
be provided for decayed and inefficient officers? | 
i desire, Mr. President, now to approach really | 
what is the question at issue before us; I wish to 
sty something about the remedy that is to be af- 
forded in the cases of such persons as may satisfy 
us that injustice or error has been committed to | 
their prejudice. I would not, for any considera- 
tion short of the public service of my country, 
that injury should be done to any individual. I. 
desire no harsh and extreme measures in the pres- | 
entease. In all the observations that I have had 
the honor to submit to the Senate on this law, I 
have liad in view one sole object—the good of the 
public service, and the efficiency of one arm of our 
national defense. If that ean 
relief to any of those officers who clamor so loudly | 
in relation to the action of the board on their par- 
ticular eases, I am willing to do not only what is 
Just, but I aw willing to go as far as any member 


reconciled with |) 


to say after any very thorough examination or 


| right to fill that vacaney. 
| none. If that proposition be once admitted, there 


| to the remark that no action of Congress or of the 


as to its inexpediency by a repeal of the law, I 


| vide a diferent and more fitting remedy for the 


dent of the United States in virtue of his execu- 
|| tive prerogative? 
Did we not act on | 
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on this floor in doing what is liberal or gener- | 
ous. | 

But, sir, gentlemen here propose to us to repeal 
this law. We are gravely told by experienced 
Senators on this floor that it is our duty to hold 
back the entire list of promoted officers, not to act 
on their nominations, but to repeal the law, and 
undo all that has been done. I might have some 
fear that the Senate, under the pressure which has 
been brought to bear upon it, could be induced to | 
do that, if it had the power; but it has not the 
power, and Lam glad it has it not, for the sake of 
my country, 

Now, sir, fora moment I propose to call the 
attention of Senators to this point. I wish to 
know in what way Congress can act on tnis law, | 
so as to accomplish the object which some Sena- 
tors seem to have in view, of restoring to the 
Navy every officer upon whose case the board 
aeted, and putting this branch of the public ser- 
vice in precisely the same condition in which it 
existed before, in holding back from worthy offi- 
cers the promotion to which the verdict of their 
fellow: officers has declared them entitled, for 
their efficiency and activity, and in consigning 
the Navy to the same condition about which such 
loud complaints have been made for years past? 
and complaints made, too, by some of the very 
officers who now remonstrate, when the reform | 
which they sought has reached themselves. 

I think no gentleman will undertake to say that 
officers who have actually been dismissed from 
the service by the President of the United States 
can be restored to the service by the action of 
Congress. My friend from Delaware [Mr. Bay- | 
ARD] accedes to that proposition. I think I may | 
challenge that ingenious and able Senator, on a 
careful and critical examination of this law, to 
draw the distinction which I know he intends 
to draw between the officers on the reserved list 
and the officers who have been dropped from 
the service. My friend from Connecticut (Mr. 
Tovcey} suggested—I did not understand him 





study of the subject—but he suggested the other 
day that a repeal of the law would have the effect 
of restoring to active service officers on the re- | 
served list. Now, I presume no Senator on this 
floor will deny that, whenever a vacancy exists 
in the public service, the President of the United 
States alone, under the Constitution, has the 
‘That can be denied by 


remains but this question of fact to determine: 
have vacancies arisen under this law in the eae 
service, and have they been filled by the Presi- 


Let the law answer for itself. 
I will read the words of the second section: 

* And racancies created in the active service list, by 
placing officers on the reserved list, shall be filled by regu- 
lar promotion in the order of rank and seniority. And 
officers who may be promoted to fill the vacancies created 
by the reserved list shall, while unemployed, receive only 
the ‘leave-of-absence,’ or ‘ waiting-orders’ pay.*? 

Mr. BAYARD. Will my friend allow me to 
make a single remark, as I do not purpose to 
speak on this question generally, to-day, in refer- 
ence to that part of the law, and he can then com- 
ment on my position? 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 
Mr. BAYARD. 





I yield. 
I accede, Mr. President, fully 


Senate can restore to the service an officer who 
has been dropped from the rolls of the Navy by 
the direction of the President; but if, in reference 
to a law of the nature of the one under considera- 
tion, the sense of Congress should be expressed 


ean hardly presume that the President would 
refuse to restare those who have been dropped, if 
the law under which they were dropped were 
absolutely repealed, and the repealing statute was 
approved by himself, the object being to put 
things in their former condition, and then to pro- 


improvement of the Navy. I concede that we 
have not ourselves the power to do that. As to 
officers who have been retired, whether on fur- 
lough pay or on leave-of-absence pay, I cannot 
agree with the honorable Senator from Louisiana. 
Under the practice which regulates the Navy— 
though there is no positive law on the subject—the 


President of the United States, and he alone, 


re 
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grants a commission, and he alone makes a pro 
motion, subject to the ratification of the ca 
The present law was necessary for the G@atian 
of a retired list to enable the President to put mm 
out of the line of promotion, and the usage os 
promotion by seniority is recognized as a ‘tele. 
ciple by this very law. Now, if you repeal the 
law, | ask—those officers remaining in the Navy. 
though being under the law placed out of the Jing 


, ; line 
of promotion—wiil not the repeal of the law neces. 
sarily place them in the line of promotion again 

—t ’ 


according to their former position? Is not that 
the necessary effect of the repeal of the law? 
Where does the President derive the right os 
place an officer out of the line of promotion, ex- 
cept under this law? He has no such right under 
his general powers over the Navy. 

L admit that the President has «right to over. 
slaugh an officer, but he must do it ‘subject to the 
consent of the Senate; and there haw been more 
than one instance in which a conflict has arisen 
between the Executive and the Senate of the 
United States in regard to that subject. The 
Senate have repeatedly assumed the powtr, where 
without cause satisfactory to them the President 
has promoted a junior officer over the head of his 
senior, who was entitled, by seniority, to hig 
place, of laying the nomination on the table, or 
of refusing to confirm it. I know of no instance 
of that kind in which the Senate have not sye- 
ceeded and the Executive has not yielded, be- 
cause it was the usage of the service that officers 

‘should be promoted by seniority; and, unless 
good cause was shown for disregarding the usage, 
the Senate would not confirm the promotion of a 
junior over a senior. ‘That usage has become a 
part of the regulations of the Navy; and, in my 
judgment, it 1s as restrictive on the despotic and 
absolute power which would otherwise exist in 
the President as if it were directly by the Con- 
stitution conferred as part of his right of nomina- 
tion and our right of confirmation. 

Now, sir, I hold that, if the law be repealed, 
the ofiicers on the reserved list will be restored, 
They have not been dropped from the service, 
| buwthey have been placed out of the line of pro- 
motion in consequence of the law of the last ses- 
sion; and when you repeal that law, they will 
stand in precisely the same position which they 
occupied before the law was passed. If the Pres- 
ident had nominated to the Senate a junior officer, 
overslaughing a senior one, the Senate would have 
inquired into the facts; and if they were satisfied 
that there were no grounds for overslaughing him, 
they would have laid the nomination on the table 
or rejected it. They have done so in my own 
experience here; they did so long before I was a 
member of the Senate. The Executive has ac- 
| ceded to this power of the Senate. I think it was 

a wise and necessary power; and though not ex- 
_pressly conferred by the language of the Consti- 
| tution, it is incident to the power of confirmation, 

and, in ie judgment, is necessary to restrain 
| anything that may operate by way of error—no 
/matter what the cause—in the promotion of a 

junior over a senior officer. 
| Sir, long before | was a member of the Senate, 
there was a case in which I took a deep interest, 
individually, and I recollect it from having been 
in Washington at the time. In that case tie Pres- 
ident of the United States overslanghed one of 
the most distinguished and gallant officers of the 
Navy, subsequently a member of this body. 
[The honorable Senator was understood to al- 
lude to Commodore Stockton.] When the nom- 
ination overslaughing him was sent to the Senate, 
it was laid on the table or rejected. The conse- 
quence was that the President receded from the 
nomination, and left that officer in his proper 
grade. Sorry would I have been if the Senate 
had not so acted, and 1 think the country would 
_ have regretted it, for it would probably have de- 
| prived us of the subsequent distinguished ser- 
| 





| vices of that officer during the war with Mexico. 
_ There have been other instances of a similar char- 
‘acter, in which the Senate have taken the stand 
| that, unless they were satistied that the officer 
over slaughed was properly overslaughed,they 
_ would not confirm the nomination of another per- 
son to the position to which he would be entitled 
_ by his seniority. ; 

| I have thus stated my views on this question. 
I think the necessary etfect of repealing the law 
would be to restore all officers to the right of 


